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DHS 001133-2024

• A request to make a determination of Historic Significance for 2190 Castle Place. 
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Historical Significance – Review Materials

• Library Archives

• Sanborn Maps (1928-1958) – Subject site not included

• Building Permits (1957-1966)

• City Directories (1940-1969)

• Historic Resources Inventory (1992) – Subject site not included

• City of Pomona Historic Context Statement (2022)

• Preserving Pomona’s Historic Architecture (2022) 



Historical Significance – Historic Context Statement (2022)
• Review of: Chapter X. Postwar Growth 

Diversification, and Redevelopment (1946-1980) 

Key Points:

 Post WWII, the city dramatically grew in population and 
diversified in residential, commercial, civic and 
institutional, and industrial character.  

 Population growth caused a residential development 
boomed in the city that was comprised of single family 
homes, multi-family residences, and mobile 
homes/trailer parks.

 Redevelopment projects took place during the 1960’s. 
The most notable projects at the time was the 
redevelopment of the Pomona Mall and Civic Center. 

 Growing population resulted in an influx of industrial 
development, intended to serve new residential 
subdivisions. 



Historical Significance – Historic Context Statement (2022)
• Review of: Chapter X. Postwar Growth 

Diversification, and Redevelopment (1946-1980) 

Theme: Residential Development and Postwar 

Suburbanization in Pomona 

 To address housing shortage, developers responded 
with tracts of mass-produced single family homes 
building quickly and cheaply.  Approximately 400 
residential tracts were recorded in Pomona between 
1945-1980.  

 Majority of large tract home development featured 
Ranch-style homes. Custom single-family development 
was not common in Pomona. 

 Some of Pomona’s largest residential tracts during 
this era were: Pomona Estates, Valwood Estates, and 
Parkview Pomona. 

 First postwar development in Pomona with architect-
designed residences was Westmont Homes.

Subject Site 

 The subject site is located within Tract 22686, known 
as “Cinderella Homes”. This was residential 
neighborhood constructed in 1956 by well known 
developers Olin & Lewis and architect Jean Vandruff. 



Historical Significance – HCS Ch.10 Architecture and Design (2022)

Findings:
 Style: Ranch Style 

 Use: Style was popular due to its use of 
standardized, prefabricated materials which 
permitted quick and economical construction. 
Style accommodated America’s adoption of the 
automobile as primary transportation.  

 Character-defining features:

 One-story 

 Horizontal massing 

 Low-pitched hipped or gable roof 

 Large roof overhangs

 Plaster, wood lap, or board-and-batten siding

 Wide, covered front porch with wood posts

 Attached garage

 Details such as wood shutters, dovecotes, 
scalloped barge boards, etc.
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Historical Significance – Building Permits

Permits available:

 1957- 1966

Findings:

 1957: Plumbing and electrical permits 
issued

 1958: Construction of a new detached 
garage in the rear yard 

 1965: Repair beam ceiling, install 
fireplace, install a sliding glass door

 Additional Ownership Details:

 Pomona Cinderella, INC (1957-1959)

 Library archives identified Pomona 
Cinderella, INC as a real estate firm 
from Claremont, owned my Olin & 
Lewis. 



Historical Significance – City Directory + Library Archives (1940-1989)

Findings:

 1957 – Pomona Cinderella, INC

 1959 - Pomona Cinderella, INC

 1961 – Helman, MC. 

 1962 - Helman, MC.  

 1971 – Helman, MC.

 1975 – Helman, Malcom M.   

 1980 – Helman, Malcom M. 

 1985 – Helman, Malcom

 1989 - Helman, Malcom 



Historical Significance – City Directory + Library Archives (1940-1989)

Findings:

 Library archives produced records of 
tenants and home owners. 

 People of significance identified through 
the archives are Olin & Lewis and Jean 
Vandruff. 

 Olin & Lewis owned Pomona Cinderella, 
INC. and were well known local developers 
responsible for the development of the 
surrounding neighborhood “Cinderella 
Homes” and  the subject site.

 Jean Vandruff was a well known architect 
and creator of a tract home model known 
as “Cinderella Homes”. 

Business License History:

 No business license records found for this 
site. 



Historical Significance - Conclusion

• Staff has concluded that the subject 

property:

 Is a rudimentary example of the Ranch style. 

 Lacks an features that would suggest the 
building is a rare or excellent example of the 
style.

 Is associated with any historically significant 
persons to the City of Pomona, however, the 
integrity of their work has been compromised 
due to major alterations.

 Therefore, Staff has determined that the 
property is not historic and/or eligible to be 
designated as a local historic landmark. 



Staff Recommendation

• Staff recommends that the Commission determine that the property located at 

2190 Castle Place is not historic and adopt HPC Resolution No. 24-046.
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