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CRAFTSMAN

Craftsman architecture grew out of the late 19*" century English Arts and Crafts movement. A
reaction against industrialization and the excesses of the Victorian era, the movement stressed
simplicity of design, hand-craftsmanship, and the relationship of the building to the climate and
landscape. Craftsman architecture developed in the first decade of the 20 century as an
indigenous California version of the American Arts and Crafts movement, incorporating Southern
California’s unique qualities. Constructed primarily of stained wood, with wide overhanging eaves,
balconies, and terraces extending the living space outdoors, the style embodied the goals of the
Arts and Crafts movement.

The Craftsman bungalow dates from the early 1900s through the 1920s. The bungalow’s
simplicity of form, informal character, direct response to site, and extensive use of natural
materials, particularly wood and stone, was a regional interpretation of the reforms espoused by
the Arts and Crafts movement’s founder, William Morris. Craftsman bungalows generally have
rectangular or irregular plans, and are one to one-and-a-half stories tall. They have wood
clapboard or shingle exteriors and a pronounced horizontal emphasis, with broad front porches,
often composed with stone, clinker brick, or plastered porch piers. Other character-defining
features include low-pitched gable roofs, and overhanging eaves with exposed rafter tails.

As opposed to smaller developer-built or prefabricated bungalows, two-story Craftsman houses
were often commissioned for wealthy residents and designed specifically with the homeowner’s
needs and the physical site in mind. They generally feature a low-pitched gable roof, wide
overhanging eaves with exposed rafter tails, and windows grouped in horizontal bands. A high-
style Craftsman house is distinguished by the quality of the materials and complexity of design
and may feature elaborate, custom-designed woodwork, stained glass, and other fixtures.

By World War |, the Craftsman style declined in popularity and was replaced by Period Revival
styles. The Craftsman bungalow continued to be built into the 1920s, but was often painted in
lighter colors, stripped of its dark wood interiors, or blended with characteristics of various
Revival styles.

Character-defining features include:

e Horizontal massing

e Low-pitched gable roof with rolled or composition shingle roofing

e Wide overhanging eaves with exposed rafter tails, outriggers, or knee braces
e Exterior walls clad in wood shingle, shake, or clapboard siding

e Projecting partial- or full-width, or wrap-around front porch

e Heavy porch piers, often of river stone or masonry

e Wood sash casement or double-hung windows, often grouped in multiples

e Wide front doors, often with a beveled light

e Wide, plain window and door surrounds, often with extended lintels

e Extensive use of natural materials (wood, brick or river stone)



Craftsman: Extant Examples

Pomona Ebell Clubhouse, 585 E. Holt Avenue (1911; City of
Pomona Landmark No. 17).

394 E. Columbia Avenue (1911; Lincoln Park Historic 269 E. Alvarado Street (1914; Lincoln Park Historic
District). District).



SUB-THEME: AIRPLANE BUNGALOW

Airplane Bungalows date from the early 1900s and reached their peak of popularity in the late
1910s. The Airplane Bungalow is a variation of the one-story Craftsman bungalow and shares
many of its character-defining features, including a usually asymmetrical composition, low-
pitched gable roof, wide overhanging eaves with exposed rafter tails, wood shingles or
horizontal wood siding, and a wide porch. The distinguishing feature of the Airplane Bungalow
is a small second story in the middle of the house, usually of only one or two rooms, that rises
above the surrounding roof. The influence of Japanese architecture is common in Airplane
bungalows, exhibited in torii-inspired post-and-beam joinery, flaring eaves and ridges, and
corresponding curved bargeboards.

Character-defining features include:

e Small, one- or two-room second story in the middle of the roof
e Japanese influences including Asian-inspired post-and-beam joinery, flared eaves and
ridges, and curved bargeboards.

Airplane Bungalow: Extant Examples

501 E. Jefferson Avenue (1912; Lincoln Park Historic
District).



