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Left: Rendering of First Federal Savings, 399 N. Garey Avenue, 1956. Right: Interior mural by Millard Sheets, n.d. 

Pomona Public Library. 

In 1958, Anderson designed a branch building for Pomona First Federal Savings (originally 550 

Alexander Avenue, now Indian Hill Boulevard), which was completed in 1960. The design included 

decorative patterned brickwork, a folded-plate roof, and electronic pole sign mounted on steel 

beams. On the south wall of the interior, the building contained a 78-foot-long and 7-foot-high 

mural by Millard Sheets entitled, “Panorama of the Pomona Valley.” At the time of its completion, 

it was the largest mural ever painted by Sheets. 

  
Rendering of First Federal Savings, 550 Indian Hill Boulevard, 1958-60. Pomona Public Library 

ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS 

Summary Statement of Significance 

In the post-World War II era, economic activity in the city expanded to serve a growing 

population. Redevelopment projects were also common during this period, as the City sought to 

enhance the downtown core. Resources that are eligible under this theme may be significant as 

an excellent example of post-war commercial development and expansion, as the site of a 

significant event, or for an association with an ethnic or cultural group or a person important in 

local, state, or national history. Properties may also be significant as an example of a style or type; 

architectural styles in Pomona are discussed in the Architecture and Design Section. 
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Period of Significance 1946-1980 

Period of Significance Justification Broadly covers the period of commercial 

development in Pomona from 1946 to 1980. 

Geographic Location Citywide.  

Associated Property Types Commercial: One-story Building; One-story 

Commercial Storefront Block; Mixed-use 

Building; Mixed-use Commercial Block; Retail 

store; Commercial Office; Bank; Restaurant; 

Theater; Hotel; Recreational Facility; Historic 

District. 

Property Type Description Commercial property types include malls and 

shopping centers, department stores, 

supermarkets, coffee shops, fast-food 

restaurants, and automobile showrooms.  

Criterion A/1/1,9 (Events/Patterns of Development)  

Individual commercial properties that are eligible under this criterion may be significant: 

 As the site of an event important in history; or 

 For exemplifying an important trend or pattern commercial development, such as an 

iconic business within the community, a long term business, or community gathering 

place; or 

 As an excellent and rare example of a commercial building type from the period (ex. 

malls, shopping centers, department stores, supermarkets, coffeeshops, fast-food 

restaurants). 

A collection of commercial properties that are eligible under this criterion as a historic 

district may be significant: 

 For representing an important pattern or trend in commercial development. 

 As an intact collection of businesses that represent the growth of Pomona during the 

period. 

Note that some commercial development may span several themes or periods of 

development. Local designation for historic districts includes Criteria 4, 6, and 8. 
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Integrity Considerations: 

In order to be eligible for designation under this criterion, a property must retain sufficient 

integrity to convey its historic significance.  

 Commercial properties from this period should retain integrity of location, design, 

materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, at a minimum, in order to convey their 

significance.  

 An individual property that is eligible for a historic association must retain the essential 

physical features that made up its character or appearance during the period of its 

association with an event or historical pattern.  

 Note that some properties that may not retain sufficient integrity for listing in the 

National Register may remain eligible for listing at the state and local levels. 

For historic districts: 

 The majority of the components that add to the district’s historic character must 

possess integrity, as must the district as a whole 

o The historic district must retain a majority of contributors that date from the 

period of significance. 

o A contributing property must retain integrity of location, design, 

workmanship, setting, feeling, and association to adequately convey the 

significance of the historic district. 

o Some alterations to individual buildings, such as replacement of roof 

materials and windows within original openings may be acceptable as long as 

the district as a whole continues to convey its significance. 

Registration Requirements:  

To be eligible under this criterion, an individual property must:  

 Date from the period of significance; and  

 Have a proven association with an event important in history; or 

 Represent an important catalyst for a pattern or trend in commercial development; or 

 Display most of the character-defining features of the property type or style; and  

 Retain the essential aspects of historic integrity.  

To be eligible under this criterion, a historic district eligible under this theme must:  

 Retain a majority of contributing buildings from the period of significance; and 

 Retain significant character-defining features from the period of significance, 

including any important landscape or hardscape features; and  
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 Retain the original layout, reflecting planning and design principles from the period; 

and  

 Retain the essential aspects of historic integrity. 

Criterion B/2/2 (Important Persons) 

Individual commercial properties eligible under this criterion may be significant: 

 For an association with persons significant in our past; or 

 For a proven association with a specific significant ethnic or cultural group that made a 

demonstrable impact on the community.  

Note that according to National Park Service guidance, persons significant in our past refers to 

individuals whose activities are demonstrably important within a local, state, or national 

historic context. A property is not eligible if its only justification for significance is that it was 

owned or used by a person who is a member of an identifiable profession, class, or social or 

ethnic group. In addition, the property must be associated with a person’s productive life, 

reflecting the time period when he or she achieved significance.  

Integrity Considerations: 

In order to be eligible for designation under this criterion, a property must retain sufficient 

integrity from the period of significance to convey its association with the important person.  

 Commercial properties from this period should retain integrity of design, workmanship, 

feeling, and association, at a minimum, in order to convey the property’s association 

with the significant person’s productive period.  

 A general rule is that the property must be recognizable to contemporaries of the 

person with which it is associated.  

Registration Requirements: 

To be eligible under this criterion a property must: 

 Have a proven association with the productive period of a person important to local, 

state, or national history; and 

 Display most of the character-defining features of the property type or style from the 

period of significance (i.e., the period when the property was associated with the 

important person); and 

 Retain the essential aspects of integrity.  

Criterion C/3/3,5,7 (Architecture and Design) 

Individual commercial properties that are eligible under this criterion may be significant as: 

 A good/excellent or rare example of an architectural style, property type, or method of 

construction; or 
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 A distinctive work by a noted architect, landscape architect, builder, or designer. 

Integrity Considerations: 

In order to be eligible for designation under this criterion, a property must retain sufficient 

integrity from the period of significance to convey its architecture.  

 Commercial properties significant under this criterion should retain integrity of design, 

materials, workmanship, and feeling, at a minimum.  

 A property that is eligible for designation as a good/excellent or rare example of its 

style or type retains most - though not necessarily all - of the character-defining 

features of the style. 

 A property important for illustrating a particular architectural style or construction 

technique must retain most of the physical features that constitute that style or 

technique. A property can be eligible if it has lost some historic materials or details but 

retains the majority of the essential features from the period of significance. These 

features illustrate the style in terms of the massing, spatial relationships, proportion, 

pattern of windows and doors, texture of materials, and ornamentation.  

 A property is not eligible if it retains some basic features conveying massing but has 

lost the majority of the features that once characterized its style. 

 Replacement of storefronts is a common and acceptable alteration. 

 Setting may have changed (surrounding buildings and land uses). 

Registration Requirements: 

To be eligible under this criterion a property must: 

 Date from the period of significance; and 

 Represent a good/excellent or rare example of a style or type; and 

 Display most of the character-defining features of the style or type; and  

 Represent quality of design and distinctive details; and 

 Retain the essential aspects of integrity. 

 

  


