
 

 CITY OF POMONA 
 COUNCIL REPORT 

 

June 6, 2022 

 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council  

 

From: James Makshanoff, City Manager 

 

Submitted By: Anita D. Gutierrez, Development Services Director 

 

SUBJECT: DISCUSSION ON POTENTIAL MORATORIUM AND OTHER 

STRATEGIES TO ADDRESS CUMULATIVE IMPACTS FROM 

WAREHOUSING DEVELOPMENT IN THE CITY OF POMONA  

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION:   

It is recommended that the City Council take the following actions: 

 

1. Engage in a Discussion on a potential moratorium and other strategies to address 

cumulative impacts from warehousing developments in the City of Pomona; and 

2. Direct Staff to prepare necessary ordinances, procedures and studies to pursue the four 

strategies recommended.  

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  

Due to high market demand, Pomona and the surrounding region is experiencing increased interest 

in the development and redevelopment of industrially zoned land. The warehousing demand, if 

fulfilled in Pomona without additional regulation, will likely increase impacts from truck traffic, 

poor warehouse design, and location to sensitive receptors. Staff has identified four strategies for 

Council’s consideration to address the cumulative impacts from unprecedented warehousing 

demand in the region—an immediate moratorium, updating the City’s zoning code, creating an 

Environmental Justice element in the General Plan, and adopting a warehouse tax.  

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  

The adoption of a moratorium will not result in any direct financial impact. However, staff presents 

an option for Council’s consideration that could generate funding for road and right-of-way 

improvements in industrially zoned areas through the adoption of a warehouse tax. The cost 

associated with preparing the appropriate studies to support a warehouse tax is estimated at 

$20,000. A more in-depth description of this option is described it the strategies section of this 

staff report.  
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DISCUSSION:  

Current Warehousing Demand  

There is unprecedented demand for new warehousing nationally and locally. This demand is acute 

in the Inland Empire, which includes San Bernardino and Riverside Counties, where there are 30  

 

million square feet of new warehousing under development, in contrast to 4 million square feet 

under development in the Los Angeles market. Only 0.4 percent of existing warehousing space in 

the Inland Empire is available to lease, further increasing demand1.  

 

The demand for warehousing is unique from previous business cycles in the following ways: 

 

1. The acceleration of warehousing development is due to several large real estate investment 

firms that have entered the industrial market over the last 10 years specifically to focus on 

the acquisition and redevelopment of industrial properties. This is distinct from 

warehousing development initiated by an existing property owner or tenant seeking 

expansion or redevelopment, or individual real estate investors seeking to pursue a single 

warehouse project. In contrast, real estate investment firms are actively buying properties 

specifically for infill industrial redevelopment.  

 

2. Warehousing development is an attractive investment for real estate investment firms 

because there is a need to support a growing logistics and e-commerce economy 

nationwide. 

 

3. Warehouses under development typically include:  

a. At least one dock-high door per 8,000-10,000 square feet.  

b. Ceiling heights of 24 feet or higher, to accommodate storage racks. 

c. Dedicated truck courts that facilitate truck trailer parking and maneuvers. 

d. Built-to-suit, or speculative, which means a tenant does not need to be secured to 

build the warehouse, making future operational conditions unclear.  

 

Current Warehousing Demand Meets Existing Cumulative Impacts  

The environmental health of a city is typically measured by studying different public health 

variables. When these variables are looked at together, they are referred to as “cumulative 

impacts.” The State currently measures environmental burden by census tract, using a tool called 

CalEnviroScreen2. The public health variables measured include ozone, particulate matter (PM2.5, 

Diesel PM), pesticides, toxic releases, traffic, drinking water contaminants, lead in housing, 

cleanup sites, groundwater threats, and hazardous waste. By ranking census tracts across all of 

these variables, the State is able to measure cumulative impacts, not just impacts from a single risk 

variable or the impacts of a single development. These variables are then layered onto demographic 

variables that consider socioeconomic status of those census tracts. The top 25 percent most 

burdened census tracts are considered disadvantaged. The majority of the City’s census tracts are 

designate as disadvantaged, as depicted in Figure 1.  

 

                                                           
1 Jones Lang LaSalle Industrial Insight, Q1 2022 
2 The State refers to the California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment. CalEnviroScreen may be 
accessed at https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen 
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Figure 1. Disadvantaged Census Tracts (in red) 

 
 

Since many Pomona census tracts have been identified by State metrics as burdened by cumulative 

impacts, it is important to adequately study any new environmental impacts from current 

warehousing demand that may accelerate these cumulative impacts.  

 

Community Concerns of Cumulative Impacts on Pomona Residents  

The community has long advocated for addressing cumulative impacts in Pomona, and continues 

to do so in response to the current warehousing demand. In 2016, community advocates including 

United Voices for Pomona and Clean and Green Pomona called for a moratorium on waste, 

recycling, auto dismantling, pallet yard, and related uses due to their cumulative impacts on nearby 

residents. This led to the City Council adopting Ordinance 4234 in 2017, which permanently 

prohibited such uses in the City. In 2019, community advocates called for modification to the 

City’s official truck route designations, which led to the City Council adopting Ordinance 4255, 

which amended Chapter 58 of the City Code to eliminate certain truck routes that contributed to 

cumulative impacts on nearby residents. Today, advocates are expressing their concerns about 

what the warehouse demand and its associated truck trips in the region may mean for cumulative 

impacts to residents of Pomona. Clean and Green Pomona expressed these concerns at a City 

Council meeting on May 2, 2022 (Attachment 1).   

 

Defining the Geographic Risk of Infill Industrial Redevelopment in Pomona  

While the majority of Pomona’s census tracts are disadvantaged as defined by the State for 

environmental burden, industrial zoning is limited to certain parts of the City. Pomona’s risk of 

redevelopment for new warehousing is distinct from neighboring communities because it is largely 

based upon the potential to re-develop existing, older industrial buildings into new warehouses, 

rather than the development of vacant parcels or the annexation of new unincorporated land, which 

may be the reality for neighboring cities. A key indicator to help frame the risk of warehouse 

development is the Year Built of existing warehouses. Warehouses in Pomona that were built 

between 1950 and 2000 are good candidates for investors who may deem such buildings as “Class 

B” or “Class C” assets that could be redeveloped into “Class A” assets, which represents the most 
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attractive building type for investment purposes3. In contrast, warehouses built after 2000 are more 

likely already considered Class A assets and would not pose an immediate risk for infill industrial 

redevelopment. As illustrated in Table 1, there are 1,120 acres of land in the City of Pomona that 

represent the greatest risk of infill industrial redevelopment, based on existing defining 

characteristics and the average Year Built of buildings on these parcels. Some areas of Pomona, 

such as the Mission 71 Business Park, represent Class A properties built over the past 20 years that 

are unlikely to be targeted for redevelopment at this time. The existing warehousing demand, if 

fulfilled in these areas of Pomona, will likely increase truck traffic, particulate matter exposure, 

and other pollution variables in Pomona’s census tracts if not adequately regulated through new 

protection and/or design measures.  

 

Table 1. Existing Industrial Zones  
Area Defining Characteristics Acreage 

Eastern Workplace District  Large industrial parcels east of the railroad towards 

eastern boundary line at East End. 

403.80 

Eastern Workplace District 

Edge 

Strip of industrial parcels and scattered residential 

properties between Reservoir Street and railroad.   

171.09 

East Mission Workplace District 

Edge 

Industrial parcels and residential subdivisions 

between Holt Ave and Mission Boulevard and 

Towne Avenue and East End, just north of railroad.  

143.04 

Eastern Annex Urban 

Neighborhood 

Smaller industrial parcels and residential uses 

between railroad and Mission Boulevard, and 

Towne Avenue and Reservoir Street.  

76.95 

Western Annex Urban 

Neighborhood 

Small industrial parcels and residential uses 

between railroad and Mission Boulevard, and 

White Avenue and Oak Ave. 

119.85 

Western Workplace District Large and small industrial parcels and business 

parks along Pomona Boulevard between Temple 

Avenue and SR-71 

205.66 

 Total 1,120.39 acres 

 

Existing Environmental Protections in Industrial Zones  

The City’s existing Zoning Ordinance and City Code offer limited environmental protection for 

new warehouse developments. The City’s industrial zones require a Conditional Use Permit for 

any new industrial facility that is greater than 20,000 square feet in floor area or on land greater 

than one acre. This section does not distinguish between speculative, built-to-suit buildings (which 

means a new warehouse without a tenant or use confirmed), and owner-occupied or tenant-secured 

projects. Moreover, trucking facilities are permitted on sites greater than one acre, subject to a 

Conditional Use Permit.  

Warehousing and distribution is permitted by right as a land use, which means it is allowed in 

existing buildings without a public hearing or other discretionary review. The existing code does 

not distinguish between types of warehousing and distribution, such as e-commerce, transloading, 

and other fulfillment. The City’s industrial zones also contain few development and design 

standards, with the exception of generic architectural standards and a 25-foot front yard 

requirement.  

                                                           
3 Generally, Class A means properties that are the highest quality buildings in their market or area. Class B are 
older and not well-managed, and Class C are more than 20 years old and in need of renovation.  
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Therefore, the primarily tool that the City relies upon for environmental protection in its industrial 

zones is the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), when conducting a review of a new 

Conditional Use Permit application. While CEQA does offer a mechanism for the City to 

meaningfully analyze and address environmental impacts, it also provides the City a legal pathway 

to make statements of overriding considerations to approve a project that may have project impacts 

that cannot be mitigated to a level of no significance, which can be confusing to the community 

on how industrial development may still proceed in spite of identified environmental impacts.  

 

Housing Density Identified in Pomona General Plan Further Complicates Industrial Impacts 

The City’s 2014 General Plan established housing density in areas that are currently zoned for 

industrial uses. As Senate Bill 330 (SB 330) prevents Pomona from reducing or eliminating this 

approved density without replacing it elsewhere, the City must contend with how to address the 

introduction of new housing in areas that have historically prohibited housing and that have 

existing cumulative impacts from industrial land uses. Staff believes this can be meaningfully 

addressed through the Zoning Code Update.  

 

Potential Strategies to Address Cumulative Impacts of Warehousing Demand in Pomona 

Staff has identified four strategies to address the cumulative environmental impacts from 

unprecedented warehousing demand in the region. Staff recommends that all four strategies be 

considered at once as a combination of tools to more meaningfully address the issue.  

 

Strategy #1: Enact Moratorium (Impact: Immediate/Near Term) 

The most immediate action that the City can take to address the cumulative impacts from existing 

warehousing demand is to enact a moratorium on new warehousing development. Government 

Code Section 65858 expressly authorizes Pomona City Council to adopt interim urgency 

ordinances prohibiting a use in order to protect public health, safety, and welfare, by four-fifths 

vote, for a 45-day period, unless extended.  

 

This approach has precedence in the region. Table 2 identifies neighboring cities that have pursued 

a moratorium for similar reasons.  

 

Table 2. Warehouse Moratoriums in Neighboring Cities  

City  Type of Moratorium Details 

City of Chino Moratorium on any establishment, 

expansion, or modification of Warehouses 

and related uses in certain areas. 

Ordinance 2021-13 adopted 

October 19, 2021 

City of Colton Moratorium on any establishment, 

expansion, or modifications of 

Warehouses and Truck Storage Facilities 

(3-axle trucks or greater) citywide. 

Ordinance 0-03-21 adopted 

May 4, 2021. Ordinance 0-

05-21 adopted June 15, 2021 

extending to May 3, 2022. 

Ordinance 0-07-22 adopted 

May 4, 2022 extending to 

May 3, 2023.  

Staff recommends that any proposed warehouse moratorium provide sufficient nuance to prohibit 

the type of warehousing development observed regionally, which has the potential to create the 
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most impact on the community, but still enable existing property owners to expand their business 

and enable non-warehousing developments, such as manufacturing uses to redevelop.  

 

Suggested framework for a moratorium:  

 

 Prohibit any new speculative/built-to-suit industrial development citywide.  

 Prohibit any new warehousing development citywide, except for warehouse expansions of 

existing businesses, no greater than 20,000 square feet, with only a single at-grade roll-up 

door.  

 Prohibit any new trucking facilities citywide.  

 

The moratorium would still allow all other industrial uses, such as manufacturing, to continue. A 

moratorium could be drafted and brought for City Council consideration on July 18, 2022.   

 

Strategy #2: Update Pomona Zoning Ordinance (Impact: Medium-Term) 

The City is currently updating the Pomona Zoning Ordinance, the first comprehensive update since 

1949. The code will implement the goals and policies of the 2014 Pomona General Plan. As part 

of this effort, the land use designations of “Workplace District” and “Workplace District” edge 

will be implemented, which provides an opportunity to more thoughtfully regulate industrial 

zones. The following are some of the questions being evaluated by the Planning Division through 

public engagement and research:  

 

 Does the ratio of number of dock-high doors per one-thousand square feet affect the 

volume of truck traffic?   

 Can maximum square footage of single building footprint control for scale of operations? 

 Is a lot coverage percentage cap an effective way to control total square footage? 

 How can speculative, built-to-suit construction meaningfully address future impacts?  

 Which land uses should be permitted, prohibited, or reduced in intensity?  

 Which land uses are job-generating to support a workplace, and which are not?  

Neighboring cities have also explored establishing new regulations for industrial development, 

beyond a moratorium. On April 12, 2022, the City of Fontana adopted Ordinance 1891, which 

established new sustainability standards for warehouses (50,000 square foot and 400,000 square 

feet thresholds) and freight operations, including landscape buffers, idling restrictions, truck 

routing, zero-emission standards, and other regulations.  

 

Staff has begun engagement on industrial-related questions as part of its Spring 2022 pop-up 

engagement for the zoning code update, and expects to continue this engagement into 2023.  

 

Strategy #3: Establish Environmental Justice Element in General Plan (Impact: Long-Term) 

The City’s 2014 General Plan does not contain an Environmental Justice element. Senate Bill 1000 

(SB 1000) requires jurisdictions to adopt an Environmental Justice Element upon certain triggers. 

The City’s Housing Element and Safety Plan updates have triggered the need to draft such an 

element. An Environmental Justice Element looks at factors similar to Cal Enviro Screen, and 

establishes a set of policies and goals to guide the City in making decisions based upon principles 

such as the sustainability framework.  
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Writing this element offers the City an opportunity to engage stakeholders who have long 

advocated for policies and goals to address cumulative environmental impacts, and to draft policy 

that can meaningfully incorporate a set of environmental justice principles that can be incorporated 

into future city development.  

Strategy #4: Adopt Warehouse Tax (Impact: Long-Term) 

Industrial and warehouse uses occupy approximately 8% of the City, however they have damaging 

impacts on City streets and infrastructure greater than the percentage of territory they occupy. A 

warehouse tax is one mechanism for consideration that may raise funds to offset these impacts and 

create a revenue source to improve roads and street maintenance and implement right-of-way 

improvements.  

 

While not widespread, there are examples of cities that have adopted such a tax. The City of 

Vernon adopted a Special Parcel Tax in 1998 (modified in 1999 and 2013) that levies an annual 

tax on warehouses based upon the square footage of land area utilized for warehousing, 

distribution, truck terminal and freight terminal occupancies. The current Warehouse Tax 

assessment rate for Fiscal Year 2021/2022 in the City of Vernon is $0.3426 per square foot of 

gross land area. Additionally, the City of Auburn in Washington State recently adopted a Business 

and Occupation (B&O) Tax on indoor and outdoor warehouses and transloading uses, which went 

into effect January 1, 2022. The current Warehouse Tax assessment rate for the City of Auburn is 

$0.10 for each quarterly period of a calendar year for each square foot of warehouse or outdoor 

warehouse floor space that is leased, owned, occupied, or otherwise maintained within the city 

during the reporting period, calculated to the nearest square foot. 

 

The establishment of a new Warehouse Tax for the City of Pomona would require a vote of the 

people under Proposition 218 regulations.  In order to further investigate this option, three main 

components would need to be studied to provide Council with a full picture of what revenues could 

be generated and what improvements could be made. The three level of analysis would focus on 

the following: 

 

1. Determine which parcels are subject to the Warehouse Tax by using City parcel, zoning 

and land use data and to identify a count of parcels that would be subject to the tax.  

 

2. Identify a list of infrastructure improvements and services related to industrial land uses in 

the City and identify planning level cost estimates for improvements. 

 

3. Prepare scenarios for estimating parcel tax revenue and compare annual parcel tax 

generated by each scenario to annual infrastructure needs. 

The cost associated with preparing this analysis is approximately $20,000 and could be completed 

within 60 days.  The deadline to submit a ballot measure for the November 2022 election is August 

12, 2022, so if the Council wanted to pursue this option, there is an opportunity to potentially have 

this matter on the November 2022 ballot.  

 

COUNCIL PRIORITIES & GOALS:  

The strategies identified support the following 2021-2022 City Council Priorities:  
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Priority #2: Economic Development 

Goal G: Create Economic Strategy for City that Reflects Current Opportunities and City Values 

Step 3: Complete an update of Zoning Code to Ensure Consistency with General Plan by 

September 2022.  

 

Priority #5: Infrastructure 

Goal P: Improve condition of streets, alleys, and associated sidewalks.  

 

Prepared by:  

   
Ata Khan      

Planning Manager 

     

ATTACHMENT(S):  
 

Attachment No. 1 – Letter from Clean and Green Shared at May 2.2022 City Council  

 

 



Clean & Green Pomona proposes a one-year moratorium on warehouses in the City of Pomona to
provide time:

Warehouse Moratorium

To write proper regulations for warehouses to protect the health and quality of life of
Pomona residents, students and workers or

To ban new warehouses in the City of Pomona

1.

2.

7 Reasons for a Pomona Warehouse Moratorium
Warehouses are a growing sector
Pomona has no standard regulations in place for warehouses
Warehouses increase pollution, damaging people’s health
The pollution caused by warehouses is an environmental justice issue 
Warehouses affect the quality of life for neighborhoods near their operations by increasing traffic,
noise, accidents, and shaking in homes
Warehouses are associated with increased human trafficking
Warehouses take away land which could be used for other important purposes

1. Warehouses are a growing sector
“…the proliferation of e-commerce and rising consumer expectations of rapid shipping have
contributed to a boom in warehouse development…A warehouse is defined as a facility consisting
of one or more buildings which stores cargo, goods, or products on a short or long-term basis for
later distribution to businesses and/or retail customers.”

(Industrial Warehousing in the SCAG Region, Task 2. Inventory of Warehousing Facilities (April 2018),
http//www.scag.ca.gov/Documents/Task 2_FacilityInventory.pdf at 1-1, 2-11).

(Warehouse Projects: Best Practices and Mitigation Measures to Comply with the California Environmental
Quality Act, California Attorney General’s Bureau of Environmental Justice,
https://oag.ca.gov/environment/justice).

“California with its ports, population centers, and transportation network, has found itself at the
center of that trend. For example, in 2014, 40 percent of national container cargo flowed through
Southern California, which was home to nearly 1.2 billion square feet of warehouse facilities.” 

(Los Angeles Times, Southern California Warehouse Boom a Huge Source of Pollution. Regulators are
Fighting Back, May 5, 2021).

“The Inland Empire alone is adding 10 to 25 million square feet of new industrial space each year,
according to research by the real estate services firm CBRE Group Inc.”

1Warehouse Moratorium

Pomona has approved a significant number of warehouse projects in the past five years. 

A very large 266,348 square foot warehouse project, called Chino Commerce Park, was approved
by the City of Chino on the Pomona border, at the corner of East End Avenue and County Road.
This project, which is under construction, will impact traffic on Reservoir and pollution in Pomona. 

Attachment No. 1



2. Pomona has no standard regulations in place for
    warehouses 

When there are multiple businesses from a particular sector, it is a best practice to have standard
regulations in place, rather than setting various standards for each individual project.

(Warehouse Projects: Best Practices and Mitigation Measures to Comply with the California Environmental
Quality Act, California Attorney General’s Bureau of Environmental Justice,
https://oag.ca.gov/environment/justice).

“Proactive planning allows jurisdictions to prevent land use conflicts before they materialize and
guide sustainable development. Benefits include providing a predictable business environment,
protecting residents from environmental harm, and setting consistent expectations jurisdiction-
wide.” 

Warehouses impact community health and safety, as well as other businesses, so adequate
regulations are essential.

Our city has historically been behind in updating crucial regulations and policies. For example, we
are updating our zoning code this year—it was last updated in 1949. We updated our fees charged
to developers in 2022—they were last updated in 1989. We updated our truck routes in 2019—
they were last updated in 1959. Given the backlog of work from past generations which the
current city staff faces, moratorium time is needed to update these important regulations now.

Many cities around us have enacted moratoriums on new warehouses, so that they can create
adequate regulations. Cities like Chino, Colton, Jurupa Valley, Perris, Riverside and San Bernardino
have had moratoriums introduced. Recently the City of Redlands unanimously recommended the
city place a moratorium on new warehouse applications. 
(KCET, Can Banning New Warehouses Improve Air Quality in the Inland Empire? March 10, 2022).

3. Warehouses increase pollution, damaging people’s health 
“The trucks, cars and cargo-handling equipment associated with warehouses release more smog-
forming pollution than any other sector, accounting for more than 12% of nitrogen oxides emitted
in the South Coast basin, which spans Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino
counties, according to the air district."
(Los Angeles Times, Southern California Warehouse Boom a Huge Source of Pollution. Regulators are Fighting
Back, May 5, 2021.)

2Warehouse Moratorium

Warehouses bring severe truck pollution to neighborhoods. “Diesel trucks visiting warehouses
emit nitrogen oxide (NOx)—a primary precursor to smog formation and a significant factor in the
development of respiratory problems like asthma…diesel particulate matter…is a contributor to
cancer, heart disease, respiratory illnesses and premature death.”

(California air Resources Board, Nitrogen Dioxide & Health, http://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/nitrogen-
dioxide-and-health (NOx); California Air Resources Board, Summary: Diesel Particulate Matter Health Impacts,
https://ww2arb.ca.gov/resources/summary-diesel-particulate-matter-health-impacts; Office of Environmental
Health Hazard Assessment and American Lung Association of California, Health Effects of Diesel Exhaust,
https//oehha.ca.gov/media/downloads/calenvironscreen/indicators/diesel14-02.pdf (DPM).

http://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/nitrogen-dioxide-and-health
https://ww2arb.ca.gov/resources/summary-diesel-particulate-matter-health-impacts
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Pomona already has hazardous air quality problems. All the zip codes in Pomona have more
pollution than 95% of zip codes in California. California has the worst air quality in the nation. 

Diesel particulate from truck exhaust can travel deep inside a person’s lungs. Children, the elderly
and those with health problems are most at risk for health impacts from NOx and diesel
particulate emissions.

4. The pollution caused by warehouses is an environmental 
     justice issue 

(Los Angeles Times, Southern California Warehouse Boom a Huge Source of Pollution. Regulators are Fighting
Back, May 5, 2021). 

The South Coast Air Quality Management District “found that more than 2.4 million people live
within half a mile of at least one large warehouse, that those areas have higher rates of asthma,
heart attacks and poverty and are disproportionately Black and Latino.”

The fact that warehouse pollution disproportionately affects low-income communities of color is
environmental injustice and environmental racism.

Pomona already suffers from the impact of environmental injustice, where pollution burdens are
unjustly concentrated in the low-income parts of the city.  

Recently the City of Fontana was sued by the State of California for flouting a state mandated
environmental review process when it approved the construction of a trucking warehouse near a
school.
 (Los Angeles Times, State Settles Environmental Case with Fontana, April 19, 2022,). 

Warehouse truck traffic, idling trucks, and warehouse equipment (like fork lifts) produce toxic
emissions.

Warehouses contribute to global warming. Operations cause a significant amount of energy
consumption due to lighting, heating, cooling and air condition as well as fixed and mobile
material handling equipment which induces considerable carbon dioxide emissions. “Emissions of
air pollution and greenhouse gases are often among the most substantial environmental impacts
from new warehouse facilities.”
 (Warehouse Projects: Best Practices and Mitigation Measures to Comply with the California Environmental
Quality Act, California Attorney General’s Bureau of Environmental Justice,
https://oag.ca.gov/environment/justice).

5. Warehouses affect the quality of life for neighborhoods 
    near their operations by increasing traffic, noise, 
    accidents, and shaking in homes 

Traffic from warehouses is significant—causing traffic jams, traffic accidents, and noise pollution.
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Road damage from warehouse trucks is paid for by cities.

People experience shaking in their homes as large trucks come close to homes.

Many warehouses use loud speakers in their operations, adding to noise pollution.

(Warehouse Projects: Best Practices and Mitigation Measures to Comply with the California Environmental
Quality Act, California Attorney General’s Bureau of Environmental Justice,
https://oag.ca.gov/environment/justice).

“Trucks and on-site loading activities can also be loud, bringing disruptive noise levels during 24/7
operation that can cause hearing damage after prolonged exposure.”
(Noise Sources and Their Effects, https://www.chem.purdue.edu/chemsafety/Training/PPETrain/dblevels.htm (a
diesel truck moving 40 miles per hour, 50 feet away, produces 84 decibels of sound).

6. Warehouses are associated with increased human 
    trafficking 

Human Rights First reports that nearly 70 percent of trafficking victims are exploited in the private
economy. Warehousing is listed by HRF among the industries that are at the highest risk for
human trafficking globally. 

The Pomona City Council has recently taken policy action towards stopping human trafficking in
Pomona. The warehouse industry increases our risk of human trafficking as a city.

“…San Bernardino County Human Trafficking Task Force members surveyed a medical
warehouse…right across the street from the Chino Valley Medical Center and around the corner
from the police department…A suspected ringleader was arrested in what authorities say was a
sex trafficking operation run out of a medical warehouse.”

(abc7, Suspected sex trafficking operation run out of medical warehouse busted in Chino, August 19, 2017).

7. Warehouses take away land which could be used for other 
    important purposes 

Parks and green space

Developing higher paying jobs in the manufacturing and light industrial sectors

“Warehouse facilities inevitably bring truck and passenger car traffic. Truck traffic can present
substantial safety issues. Collisions with heavy-duty trucks are especially dangerous for passenger
cars, bicycles and pedestrians. These concerns can be even greater if truck traffic passes through
residential areas, and school zones.”

https://oag.ca.gov/environment/justice
https://www.chem.purdue.edu/chemsafety/Training/PPETrain/dblevels.htm
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