505 S. Garey Ave

City of Pomona Pomona, CA 91766

Regular Meeting Minutes

POLICE OVERSIGHT COMMISSION

Chair Eunice Russell
Vice-Chair Brian Brooks
Commissioner Hanan Gibani
Commissioner Tremale Ratcliffe
VACANT - commissioner

VISION STATEMENT
Pomona will be recognized as a vibrant, safe, beautiful

community that is a fun and exciting destination and the home of
arts and artists, students and scholars, business and industry.

Tuesday, August 12, 2025 6:30 P.M. Council Chambers

6:30 P.M. Council Chambers

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Russell called the Police Oversight Commission Meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Commissioner Ratcliffe led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Present: Chair Eunice Russell
Vice-Chair Brian Brooks
Commissioner Hanan Gibani
Commissioner Tremale Ratcliffe

Absent: None

STAFF PRESENT

Michael Ellis, Chief of Police

Karla Shipman, Assistant City Clerk/Commission Secretary

Diana Robles, Deputy City Clerk/Commission Secretary

Cristina Talley, Talley and Talley Law Firm, Commission Legal Advisor/Staff Liaison



Police Oversight Commission Regular Meeting Minutes August 12, 2025

CONSENT
1. Approval of Meeting Minutes

It is recommended that the commission members approve the following Police
Oversight Commission Meeting minutes:

June 10, 2025

Chair Russell asked brief questions about the attendance policy and procedure when there
is a lack of quorum.

Legal Advisor Talley answered Chair Russell’'s questions.

MOTION BY VICE-CHAIR BROOKS, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER GIBANI, CARRIED
4-0, to approve the meeting minutes of the June 10, 2025 meeting.

DISCUSSION

2. Discussion on Development and Approval of a Commission Brochure

Chair Russell asked Commissioners for feedback.
After some discussion, the following changes to the brochure were requested:
-Change the brochure to a trifold document.

-Update the website address to reflect the correct URL address, change the phone number
and email address to that of the City Clerk’s office.

-Add the City logo and photos of City Hall and the Pomona Police Dept.
MOTION BY CHAIR RUSSELL, SECOND BY VICE CHAIR BROOKS, CARRIED 4-0, to
make the discussed changes to the draft brochure and bring the revised version of
the brochure to next month’s meeting for approval.

3. Monthly Report(s) from the Police Department.

Commissioners asked various questions about the reports to Police Chief Ellis.

This item was for discussion only, so no official action was taken.
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PUBLIC COMMENT

Gwendolyn Blume, Serenity Villas Senior Advocacy Group, discussed various safety
concerns caused by homeless individuals in the neighborhood and the different strategies
the neighborhood group has taken to address the ongoing safety concerns.

M. Joyce Bakersmith, Optimist Club, invited folks to attend the Optimist Club’s annual event
celebrating the Officer of the Year.

INSPECTOR GENERAL COMMUNICATION

Stephen Connolly from the Inspector General’s office gave a brief update on their review of
a public complaint related to driving behavior.

STAFF COMMUNICATION

Commission Secretary Robles advised the City Council subcommittee reviewing the
applications had selected one applicant for nomination. The nomination would go to City
Council for approval and if approved, there would be a new commissioner possibly at the
September Police Oversight Commission meeting.

Commission Secretary Robles also advised that staff requested the Commission agendize
a discussion on the re-scheduling or cancelling of the Commission’s November meeting, due
to the regular meeting date conflicting with a federal holiday.

MOTION BY CHAIR RUSSELL, SECOND BY VICE CHAIR BROOKS, CARRIED 3-1
(COMMISSIONER RATCLIFFE OPPOSED) to agendize a discussion on the re-
scheduling or possible cancellation of the November meeting due to the regular
meeting date being in conflict with a federal holiday.

COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATION

Commissioner Ratcliffe discussed his family’s personal experience with violence from
homeless individuals, announced his new job and requested an update on the youth
diversion program.

Chair Russell requested to be notified with time when the next National Night Out event takes
place.

Commissioner Ratcliffe asked questions to the Police Chief Ellis about the Serenity Villas
neighborhood concerns.

Commission Secretary Robles reviewed the agendized items with the commission.

Commissioner Ratcliffe requested an update on numbers, community involvement, and
participation levels within the Youth Diversion program.
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MOTION BY COMMISSIONER RATCLIFFE, SECOND BY VICE CHAIR BROOKS,
CARRIED 4-0, to agendize a presentation of an update on the Youth Diversion Program
for the next commission meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

Chair Russell adjourned the meeting at 7:27 p.m. on August 28, 2025.

Respectfully submitted, ATTEST:

DIANA ROBLES EUNICE RUSSELL

Deputy City Clerk/Commission Chair of the Police Oversight
Secretary to the Police Oversight Commission

Commission
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