CALIFORNIA METALS COALITION

Main Office and Mailing Address: 2971 Warren Lane, El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Lobbying Office: 1215 K Street, 17th Floor, Sacramento, CA 95762
P.916.933.3075 | F. 916.933-3072 | http://www.metalscoalition.com

April 24,2017

Pomona Planning Commission

City of Pomona

505 S. Gary Avenue

Pomona, CA 91766

submitted via email: sandra elias@ci.pomona.ca.us

RE: OPPOSE BAN ON METAL RECYCLING FACILITIES
To: City of Pomona Planning Commissioners:

California is home to approximately 3,000 metalworking facilities, employing over 100,000 Californians
with middle-class manufacturing jobs and health benefits. 8 out of 10 employees in the metalworking
sector are considered ethnic minorities or reside in disadvantaged communities.

California metal manufacturers use recycled metal (ex: aluminum, brass, iron and steel) to make parts
for clean energy technologies, electric cars, biotech apparatuses, medical devices, aerospace products,
national defense items, agriculture, infrastructure, construction machinery, household appliances, food
processing and storage, movement of water, and millions of other products demanded by society.

Californians discard enough aluminum each day to build 5 commercial aircrafts. In fact, Los Angeles
County is arguably the largest generator of metal scrap in the nation. It is critical to our society and
environment to recycle metals locally. It is equally important to promote responsible metal
manufacturing facilities that continue to invest in best management practices or pollution control
equipment.

CMC opposes a ban on local metal recycling. We also express deep concerns with restricting current
metal recycling operators. Thank you for your leadership as we find solutions that meet California’s
environmental goals and allow the most advanced metalworking companies and jobs to prosper.

Sincerely,

es’Simonelli
Executive Director
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April 20, 2017

City of Pomona
505 S. Garey Ave.
Pomona, CA 91766

Dear Chair Hemming and Planning Commissioners:

20 :h Wd he ¥dv Ll
NOISIAIG UNINNY1d

| have been a businessman in the City of Pomona for 26 years. My business’, Commercial Door
Company and A/C Folding Gates, are both located at 1374 E. 9" Street, Pomona, CA 91766. | am writing

to urge you to pass the ban on waste and recycling facilities and pallet businesses, including banning
the expansion of tonnage at current businesses.

For nearly 15 years my business was adjacent to several recycling centers; Sunrise Recycling (2002-2007)
and Mission Recycling (2007-Aug 2017 when they went out of business). My employees, family
members and business were exposed to the health and safety hazards of numerous fires at that facility,
and continual dust particles which is unhealthy to breathe. The doors on the facility remained open
during operation, because the Pomona City Council allowed the business to remove a condition of its
permit (CUP) which required them to install a ventilation system that would have allowed them to
operate safely with the door closed. | experienced infestations of rats, which would chew through wires
in my trucks, continual odors at my business from the recycling facility not to mention the numerous
flies and other insects. It was a terrible environment for me as a business man. As | would leave for the
day and observe the sun setting in west, the air was filled with particles. When this facility closed
recently, it was a new day. | can now view the sunset as | go home, and the air is not filled with
particles. The number of rodents has been reduced. The odors have reduced. | am no longer
threatened by fires close to my business; which were very serious with the huge stacks of paper
products going from floor to ceiling inside Mission Recycling.

But there are still far too many waste and recycling and pallet facilities in our city. There have been an
unusual number of threatening fires at recycling and pallet facilities, many of which have been on the
news. These fires have caused people to be hospitalized, to be evacuated from their homes, to lose
personal and business property, and they have polluted our air. For example, across the street from my
business, a pallet business caught on fire. This business had no business permit, and no insurance.
During the fire, a neighboring crane business lost a crane, when it caught on fire. This is very expensive
equipment lost and they received no compensation. The City of Pomona still hasn’t done anything
about this pallet business, so it continues to operate. We can’t continue to add businesses, like these
waste, recycling and pallet businesses, which are a threat to our health and safety. Since the City is not

adequately managing health and safety concerns at the facilities we already have. How can we have
more facilities or let current facilities get larger?
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Across the street from me is a large waste transfer station. When Mission Recycling was open, | thought
that all of the dust and odors were coming from them due to its open doors, being an older facility and
since they did not operate like a good neighbor. But now that Mission Recycling is closed; there are bad
odors coming from the trash transfer station, as well as trash blowing out of the large transfer trucks as
they drive away, littering the area. | have seen dirty liquid pour out of these transfer trucks into the
street when they turn the corner and increased traffic. [t would negatively affect my business for this
trash station to get any larger. This is my personal experience as a business man who is across the street
from this transfer station. We live with the fine dust that covers our vehicles, odors, litter and increased
street traffic on a daily basis.

The City of Pomona has a general plan that has a vision to move the industrial area toward light
industrial. Waste, recycling and pallet businesses are the businesses of Pomona’s past. We have more
than enough of them to process our own waste. It's time to ban this industry and to move toward a
friendlier environment for current businesses and for new light industrial businesses, without the health
and safety threats of fires and dust, or the nuisances of odors, rodents, flies and litter.

Thank you for your kind consideration of my concerns!
Sincerely,
David O. Holmes,

Owner/CEOQ,
Commercial Door Company Inc.
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