




From: Mario_Suarez@ci.pomona.ca.us 

Sent: May 21, 2018 5:44 PM 

To: santana@fairplex.com 
Cc: Linda_Lowry@ci.pomona.ca.us 

Subject: "F" Fairgrounds Zoning 

Hi Miguel: 

 Before I get going on crafting some changes to the Ad Hoc Committee text amendment I thought it 
would be good to meet with you and other Fairplex folks that have ideas about what if we are going to 
change – what would be acceptable in addressing the concerns raised by the public – trash, traffic, noise 
and other review processes.   If we could carve out an hour or two maximum to talk in a dialogue with 
me that would be great.   

 I’m available tomorrow from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM or Wednesday 11AM-1PM – I’ll bring lunch. 

 Look forward to your response. 

Mario Suarez, AICP, CNU-A | Development Services Director 

City of Pomona | 505 S. Garey Ave. 

Pomona, CA  91769 | (909) 620-2421 

Mario_Suarez@ci.pomona.ca.us  

POMONA:  Vibrant, Safe, & Beautiful 

 “Whenever and wherever societies have flourished and prospered rather than stagnated and decayed, 
creative and workable cities have been at the core of the phenomenon. Decaying cities, declining 
economies, and mounting social troubles travel together. The combination is not coincidental.”   

 Jane Jacobs 

This e-mail and any attachments may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender 

immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any dissemination or use of this information by a person other than the 
intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal.
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Visitors attend the first day of the 62nd annual Los Angeles Boatshow at the Fairplex in
Pomona Thursday January 18, 2018. (Photo by Will Lester-Inland Valley Daily
Bulletin/SCNG)

LOCAL NEWS

Back to the drawing board for
new rules that could govern
what goes on at Pomona Fairplex
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Living next to Fairplex isn’t easy, residents say. So Pomona set out to create new

rules about the activities — and their impacts — that can go on there.

But, a�er city planners and several council members spent months on proposed

new rules for the so-called F-Zone, compiling them in a document, the Pomona

Planning Commission said Wednesday it falls short. They called for a renewed

effort with broader input.

Los Angeles County Fair on Sunday, September 3, 2017 in Pomona, Ca. (Micah
Escamilla, Inland Valley Daily Bulletin/SCNG)

For the past several months, the city’s planning staff had been reviewing

recommendations a City Council ad hoc committee – comprised of the mayor and

two council members – had made for the F-Zone.

But on Wednesday, a�er hearing from nearly 75 speakers, including lawyers for

Los Angeles County and Fairplex who argued the process was exclusive, the �ve

commissioners present agreed to halt the process.

“I still this see this as a burdensome document,” Commissioner Carolyn

Hemming said. “I appreciate the different points of views and there should be a

document, but this isn’t it. It doesn’t have the viewpoints of a wide variety of

people.”

https://www.dailybulletin.com/2017/11/21/pomona-council-begin-process-to-address-zoning-rules-for-fairplex/
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Instead, the commission directed staff to augment or form a new ad hoc

committee with representatives from Los Angeles County, the Los Angeles County

Fair Association and residents. Los Angeles County owns Fairplex, but it is

operated by the Fair Association.

The commissioners envision all the parties coming together to rewrite the

document, they said.

Mario Suarez, Pomona’s director of Development Services, told commissioners he

would bring back an item, most likely in June, with an outline of new

recommendations for their approval. Ultimately, the commissioners will make a

recommendation to the City Council, which has the �nal say, he said.

RL Grime performs on the main stage at the 2015 HARD Summer Music Festival
at Fairplex in Pomona. (File photo by Watchara Phomicinda/San Gabriel Valley
Tribune)

The commission was missing two of its members Wednesday night. To avoid any

con�icts, commissioners Tom Ursua and Mario Ramos recused themselves from

the discussion because they live near Fairplex.

Many of the residents who have been lobbying for more oversight, shared stories

Wednesday night about issues with noise levels, increased traf�c and unwanted

activity in their front yards as a result of programming at Fairplex.

One of the key recommendations from the committee proposed setting up

conditional use permits — like the name suggests, permits issued by the city

granting permission for speci�c uses with speci�c conditions attached — for

various events. Not all the commissioners favored that direction.

https://www.dailybulletin.com/2017/02/14/frustrated-neighbors-pomona-and-fair-association-talk-about-rules-for-fairplex/
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Whose voice is being heard

Commissioner Kyle Brown believes the ad hoc committee places too much “faith”

in the permits to solve some of the neighbors’ beefs. The issuing of permits is

discretionary and oversight could be lax, he told the more the 100 gathered

Wednesday night in the council chambers.

Assistant City Attorney Andrew Jared said Fairplex did not have an initial say

because the ad hoc committed was city-created. It is not uncommon for the city to

rezone land without including every property owner, he said.

“This process is no different than every other lot in the city that has been

rezoned,” Jared said.

Still, some asked for a restart button because the process excluded those most

associated with the zone.

“I was very surprised on Friday to �nd this was on the agenda with no notice to

the county,” said Joyce Chang with the real estate division for County of Los

Angeles’ Chief Executive Of�ce, adding Fairplex is a very important county asset.

“We request to work with the city to address our concerns before its brought to

the council,” she told commissioners.

Residents joined a chorus of speakers calling for more public input. Beth Brooks

lives across the street from Fairplex and said the organization has grown during

the past 14 years to become an educational regional magnet as well as an

economic engine for Pomona.

Throughout the last 15 years, Fairplex has made mistakes, learned from them,

and made appropriate corrections, she said. “I don’t understand why they weren’t

granted a seat at the table.”

Jared said the Planning Commission’s review of the ad hoc committee’s

suggestions — made with the neighbors’ concerns at heart — was the opportunity

for the public to weigh in.

Resident Kristie Kerchevale, a supporter of Protect our Neighborhood, backed the

proposed changes and process.

“Finally, as neighbors, our voices we are being heard. We are not asking for

Fairplex to be shut down, we like the Fair. There are things, such as traf�c, that

need to be looked over,” she said.
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Frustration with the process

No affect to NHRA

Reyna Garcia-Ramos said Protect Our Neighborhood, a group of residents

troubled by what they say has been Fairplex’s unchecked growth since 2004, has

been stereotyped “as anti-Fair.” Garcia-Ramos said it’s not true; she’s a third-

generation Pomonan who loves the Fair.

“When I come to you about zoning, it’s not about me, it’s not about my home. It’s

about what’s good for this city,” she said.

Brown said like the Los Angeles County’s counsel, he, too, was concerned the

process was backward, with recommendations coming from the City Council

�rst, then going to the Planning Commission, seeking a recommendation to the

City Council — and it possibly violated the city charter.

Miguel Santana, president and chief executive of�cer of the Los Angeles County

Fair Association, said the amendments, as they were proposed, would cripple the

association’s ability to compete with other venues outside Pomona.

The irony is the proposal comes “at a time when we’re hearing from the city that

they’re in need for more revenue,” Santana said, adding he believes it is

“inappropriate to try and micromanage a business using land use as a tool.”

The proposed changes le� many wondering whether they would affect events

such as the National Hot Rod Association drag races. Jared said they would not.

“That is an ongoing event with an existing (permit) and nothing in this code text

change would alter that,” he said.

If the commission wants to a void an existing conditional use permit, it would

need to go through a public hearing process, Jared said.

“That’s the �rst time we heard that,” Santana said. “The NHRA is one activity that

takes place on the campus. We have 500 events of which the NHRA is one.”
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VIEW COMMENTS

Join the Conversation

We invite you to use our commenting platform to engage in insightful
conversations about issues in our community. Although we do not pre-
screen comments, we reserve the right at all times to remove any
information or materials that are unlawful, threatening, abusive,
libelous, defamatory, obscene, vulgar, pornographic, profane, indecent
or otherwise objectionable to us, and to disclose any information
necessary to satisfy the law, regulation, or government request. We
might permanently block any user who abuses these conditions.

If you see comments that you find offensive, please use the “Flag as
Inappropriate” feature by hovering over the right side of the post, and
pulling down on the arrow that appears. Or, contact our editors by
emailing moderator@scng.com.

0031_liset_marquezLiset Márquez
Liset Márquez covers the cities of Pomona, Claremont, La Verne

and San Dimas for the Inland Valley Daily Bulletin. A beat reporter for the
Bulletin since 2006, she previously wrote for the Chattanooga Times Free Press.
She keeps a watchful eye on city councils and the Dodgers.

 Follow Liset Márquez @Journaliset

https://www.sgvtribune.com/author/liset-marquez/
https://twitter.com/Journaliset
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