
Good evening commissioners, 

I would like to provide you with a narrative as to how the mural came to existent. The neighborhood 
surrounding Tony Cerda Park is rich in community; however, our park has had many challenges. Families 
from the community have worked together with Commissioners, City Council, and local organizations to 
beautify the park. This project came out of a conversation to activate the stage area to be used for 
ongoing community events, gatherings, and most recently, the Spoken Palabra poetry nights. This 
temporary art project was put up to honor the diversity of those who call Pomona home. Pomona has 
many indigenous people from Northern and Southern California, Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, Mexico, 
and more. The use of positive indigenous symbols from a variety of tribes, beginnings, and cultures 
speaks to the beauty and unique diversity of this specific neighborhood in Pomona. We were honored to 
have a number of children and community join in by helping with painting and also symbolically placing 
their hand on the walls, adding their unique handprints to this temporary art piece. 



 
This is the website we used for our reference on the symbols used on the mural. It provides a 
comprehensive illustrated guide to Native Indian Tribes of America with pictures and videos. It 
containing facts and information about United States Indian Tribes, Famous Native Americans, Houses, 
Food, Weapons, Symbols, Designs, Stories, Groups, Culture and Native American Indian names. 
https://www.warpaths2peacepipes.com/ 
 
Summary on the symbols: 
 
Bear  
The bear is such a highly regarded animal within Native culture, the bear claw often represents 
protection and a connection to the animal. It is often worn by those who seek leadership 
 
Cactus 
True to its nature, the cactus symbol primarily represents protection and endurance. The symbol of the 
cactus is believed to help with enduring tough situations. 
 
Eagle 
The eagle is a powerful symbol that represents victory, conquest, and personal power. The eagle symbol 
is believed to help with one's drive for victory. 
 
Moon 
In Native American beliefs, the moon is a protector. The symbol of the moon means many things 
depending on the season, the harvest, and when in combination with other symbols, but its overall 
meaning is that of serenity and protection. 
 
Snake 
The snake is a positive symbol that represents healing (due to shedding of the skin), re-birth, and is a 
physical sign of good luck. 
 
Sun 
A widely-seen symbol, the Sun image often means "Earth's Guardian" or something similar. It represents 
healing, energy, and in some cultures is considered to be the giver of life. 
 
Turtle 
The turtle represents Earth and a long and healthy life. Because of the turtle's natural long life, it is no 
surprise that the image of the animal is widely used by those who value health and longevity. 
 
Water Wave Pattern 
This pattern is generally seen on pottery, sterling silver jewelry, and in Native American wood work. It is 
representative of water cycles, life, and renewal. It is often accompanied with other symbolism. 
 

https://www.warpaths2peacepipes.com/
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