Attachment No. 2

CITY OF POMONA

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

DATE: January 6, 2021

TO: Historic Preservation Commission (HPC)

FROM: Development Services Department, Planning Division

SUBJECT: SINGLE HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION REMOVAL
(SHISTORIC 15211-2020): A request for removal of Single Historic Landmark
Designation for the property located at 395 S. Thomas Street (Masonic Temple)
located in the Mixed-Use Central Business District of the Downton Pomona
Specific Plan.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff presents two options for the Commission’s consideration:

1) The Historic Preservation Commission approve the resolution recommending the City
Council deny the removal of designation of the Single Historic Landmark (SHISTORIC
15211-2020) for the property located at 395 S. Thomas Street (Attachment 1).

OR

2) The Historic Preservation Commission can find based on the evidence presented that the
original determination from City Council Resolution No. 82-114 was based on erroneous
designation, and rescind its designation.

PROPERTY & APPLICANT INFORMATION

Address

395 S. Thomas

Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN)

8341-005-014

Lot Size

12,250 SF (0.28 Acres)

General Plan Land Use Designation

Neighborhood Edge

Zoning District

Mixed-Use Central Business District of

Downtown Pomona Specific Plan (DPSP)

Historic District

Local Single Historic Landmark

Specific Plan

DPSP

City Council District

District 2

Applicant

John Pena

Property Owner

RELATED ACTIONS
Historic Preservation Commission

John Pena

No history.

Code Enforcement

No active or open cases.

Building & Safety

1938 Alterations and installation of fire escape.
1943 Treat and repair termite damage.
1944 Treat termites in floor joists.
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1964 Reroof

1969 ADA accessible ramp

1979 Reroof with mineral surface cap sheet.
1991 Remove roof and install cap sheet system.
1992 Brick and wrought iron fence.

2000 Remodel existing office spaces.

2020 Seismic retrofit.

Planning | 2020 Conditional Use Permit for alcohol.

BACKGROUND

The property located at 395 S. Thomas Street in Downtown Pomona permanently hosts the
“Masonic Temple”, a two-story 15,684 square-foot commercial structure. The Masonic Temple
at one time was compromised of a gentlemen’s parlor, a ladies parlor, a banquet room, and a
lodge room. Since then has served a number of different uses like meeting place, office, banquet
hall, and retail space. The exterior of the Masonic Temple has remained a neo-classical brick
beaux arts, according to Dianne Marsh (Attachment 2). The only exterior visible change was an
addition that came after its construction at the rear of the Masonic Temple, takin an L-shape to
the West and North of the structure (Attachment 3). The Los Angeles County Assessor’s records
and Building & Safety’s records indicate that the Masonic Temple was originally constructed in
1909. The structure sits on a 12,250 SF (0.28 Acres) corner lot in the Mixed-Use Central
Business District of the Downtown Pomona Specific Plan (Attachment 4).

In April of 1982 City Council was in receipt of a recommendation from the former Cultural Arts
Commission for designation of four sites around Pomona as historical monuments, including the
Masonic Temple, whose owner at the time was Mr. Tom Fitch (Attachment 5). After the receipt
of recommendation the council approved it and set a hearing date for April 19, 1982. On April
19 1982, City Council adopted Resolution No. 82-114, “determining that certain buildings or
structures or sites in the City of Pomona are of particular historical, architectural and cultural
significance to the city of Pomona as historical buildings, or structures, or sites” (Attachment 6).
At that time, a Historic Preservation Commission was yet to be formed therefore, individual
single historic landmark findings were not specifically referenced as they did not exist at the
time.

APPLICABLE CODE SECTIONS

Per Section .5809-13(D) Historic Landmark Designation Criteria, “For the purposes of this
section, an improvement, natural feature, or site may be designated an historic landmark by the
historic preservation commission and city council and any area within the city of Pomona may
be designated an historic district pursuant to subsection E of this section, if the building or
majority of buildings(in a district) are fifty (50) or more years old or of exceptional quality if less
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than fifty (50) years old, and it meets one or more of the designation criteria.”

Section .5809-13(E) requires the Historic Preservation Commission review all applications for
historic landmark designation. The HPC must then make a recommendation on the designation to
the City Council. Since there is no specific procedure for rescinding a designation, the same
procedure to designate a landmark shall be used. Before making the recommendation, HPC must
review the structure for consistency with the required findings to determine if the structure no
longer merits designation.

Further, per Section .5809-13(E)(12), Designation Procedures “The commission shall not
recommend that a resource be removed from the Pomona historic register unless it is discovered
that the information relied on by the commission and the city council in making the original
designation was erroneous or false or that circumstances wholly beyond the owner's control
have rendered the resource ineligible for designation based on the criteria listed in this
subsection and it would be infeasible to restore the resource. However, in the case of the moving
of the building to another location or the deliberate destruction of the historic and architectural
integrity of the resource, the commission may, after a public hearing, remove the resource from
the official list.”

In this specific case local single historic landmark designation was previously obtained in 1982,
and the applicant is requesting removal of such designation. The applicant is requesting to
remove the designation based on “erroneous or false information relied on by the city council in
making the original designation”, and then wants to proceed through the process of applying for
a Major Certificate of Appropriateness to partially demolish a pre-1945 structure. The applicant
submitted a letter along with a supporting letter from a former Past Mastor of Masons of Pomona
for removal of the designation (Attachment 7). The following analysis provided by staff
compiles all archival resources that currently still merit an active single local historic
designation.

ANALYSIS

Historic Significance

Owner/Builder/Architect/Architectural Style/Cultural Significance

The Masonic Temple features distinctive terra-cotta detailing on the cornice and roof, Corinthian
style pillars at the front entrance, and intricate character-defining details. The architect who
designed the structure was Ferdinand Davis, a Pomona architect who designed the Ebell 1Club,
the Pilgrim Congregational Church, Pomona City Stables, and the Phillips Mansion. The builders
of the Masonic Temple were Wilton brothers William and Edwin Wlilgon, who built the Elks
Home, Firsht Christian Church, Trinity Methodist Church, St. Josephs Catholic Church, and the
Ebell Club (Attachment 8).

The fruition of the Masonic Temple can be traced to the founder and first master of the Masonic
Lodge, William T. “Tooch” Martin, who played a prominent civic role in Pomona’s history and
who began his journey in Pomona by settling on 15 acres at Towne Avenue and Fifth Street
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before ultimately living with his son on East Third Street (Attachment 9) At the time of
formation, this marked the fourteenth Masonic lodge in Southern California, and cost $30,000 to
construct. A dedication ceremony was held on January 25, 1910 and a news article was
published in multiple news articles (Attachment 10).

Figure 1. Masonic Temple from Pomona Historic Resources Inventory

Criteria for Designation:

Section .5809-13(D) of the PZO establishes the procedure for reviewing historic landmark
applications. The section states that a building may be designated a historic landmark if it is at
least 50 years old and meets one or more of ten criteria. Records show that the Masonic Temple
or “Masonic Lodge” is well over 50 years old, as it was built in 1909. The structure, based on
staff’s analysis, currently meets the following criteria:

1. It exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City of Pomona’s cultural, social, economic,
political, aesthetic, engineering, architectural, or natural history.

The Masonic Temple is an exemplary visual representation that displays special elements of
Pomona’s cultural, social and political history as it served as critical gathering place for
various established groups early in the 19" century. A multitude of events took place in the
banquet hall such as dedications, receptions, and social dances that were important to
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Pomona’s history. Over time, this use of the temple as a gathering or meeting place was
adapted over the years by a wide range of local and outside groups.

2. It is identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or national history,

The founder and first Master of the Pomona Masonic Lodge was William T. “Tooch” Martin,
who played a prominent role in Pomona’s history as he actively participated in civic and
social activities. Tooch was a justice of peace and though school for four years and was on
the school board in Pomona, and raised bees and fruit on his 15 acre ranch, formerly on
Towne Avenue and Fifth Street. The construction of the Masonic Temple also the marked the
fourteenth Masonic lodge in Southern California and attracted Mason from all over to visit
the lodge.

3. It is the work of a notable builder, designer, landscape designer or architect;

The builders associated with the Masonic Temple were well known builders at the time of
the Masonic Lodge’s construction, the Wilton brothers. William and Edwin Wilton, also built
the Elks Home, Firsht Christian Church, Trinity Methodist Church, St. Josephs Catholic
Church, and the Ebell Club. Additionally, the architect who designed the structure was
Ferdinand Davis, a Pomona architect who designed the Ebell IClub, the Pilgrim
Congregational Church, Pomona City Stables, and the Phillips Mansion; some of which are
also local historic landmarks.

Staff analyzed the structure’s eligibility to meet one or more of the ten criteria for designation
based on archival evidence. Staff’s analysis determined that the structure, although originally
designated by City Council without specific archived criteria of designation, currently meets
three criteria for retaining its designation. However, based on the information provide in the staff
report and attachments, the Commission could determine that, based on the evidence from its
original designation, the designation was not merited and could be rescinded.

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS

A public hearing notice was not sent to the applicant/owner of the property by first class mail, 30
days prior to the hearing date, at the request of the owner/applicant as they provided their
consent and waived their noticing requirement. A public hearing notice was published in the
Inland Valley Daily Bulletin on December 25, 2020 (Attachment 11).

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

Pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines, this action is not a project. Section 15060 of the Guidelines
exempts actions from CEQA that would not result in either an indirect or direct impact on the
environment and that do not meet the Section 15378(a) definition of a project. Section 15378(a)
defines a project as one that has the potential for resulting in a physical change to the
environment. No physical change to the environment is anticipated with the single historic
landmark designation.
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CONCLUSION

The Masonic Temple is a well preserved example of architectural history and has retained most
of all its historic integrity and character-defining features. It represents an important gathering
place full of Pomona’s rich history, and both the builders and the architect for the Masonic
Temple are documented within City archives and more notably through their other standing and
designated structures in the City.

Respectfully submitted by: Prepared by:
Anita D. Gutierrez, AICP Alex Jimenez
Development Services Director Assistant Planner
ATTACHMENTS

1) Draft HPC Resolution

2) Historic Resources Inventory Form

3) Site Photographs

4) Location Map & Aerial Photo

5) CC Minutes of April 5, 1982

6) CC Reso 82-114

7) Letter from the Applicant and Supporting Letter
8) Archival Information on Wilton Brothers

9) Archival Information on William T “Tooch” Martin
10)  Archival Newspaper Articles

11)  Public Hearing Notice



HPC RESOLUTION NO. 21-XX

A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY
OF POMONA, CALIFORNIA RECOMMENDING CITY COUNCIL DENY THE
REMOVAL OF DESIGNATIO OF THE SINGLE HISTORIC LANDMARK (SHISTORIC
15211-2020) FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 395 S. THOMAS STREET (APN 8341-
005-014).

THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF POMONA
DOES RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

WHEREAS, on November 23, 2020, John Pena submitted an application requesting removal
of designation of the single historic landmark (SHISTORIC 15211-2020) for the property located at
395 S. Thomas Street;

WHEREAS, the property located at 395 S. Thomas Street is owned by John Pena;

WHEREAS, the property was previously designated as a Single Historic Landmark per City
Council Resolution No. 82-114, on April 19 1982.

WHEREAS, for designation of a single historic landmark, Section .5809- 13.(D) of the
Pomona Zoning Ordinance requires that the Historic Preservation Commission find that the structure
is over fifty years old or of exceptional quality and meets at least one of ten criteria for designation

WHEREAS, for removal of designation of a single historic landmark, the Commission shall
not recommend that a resource be removed from the Pomona historic register unless it is discovered
that the information relied on by the commission and the city council in making the original designation
was erroneous or false, or that circumstances wholly beyond the owner's control have rendered the
resource ineligible for designation based on the criteria listed in this subsection and it would be
infeasible to restore the resource, pursuant to Section .5809-13.(E)(12) of the Pomona Zoning
Ordinance;

WHEREAS, the application for single historic landmark designation submitted for the
property provides a letter from the applicant along with a supporting letter from a former Past Master
of Masons of Pomona requesting for the removal of the designation;

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Pomona, has, after giving
notice thereof as required by law, held a public hearing on January 6, 2021 concerning the requested
removal of designation of the Single Historic Landmark (SHISTORIC 15211-2020); and

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has carefully considered all pertinent
testimony and the staff report offered in the case presented at the public hearing.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Historic Preservation
Commission of the City of Pomona, California, as follows:

SECTION 1. The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that the City Council
determine that the request for removal of designation of the single historic landmark
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(SHISTORIC 15211-2020) is not a project. Section 15060 of the Guidelines exempts actions
from CEQA that would not result in either an indirect or direct impact on the environment and

that do not
as one that

meet the Section 15378(a) definition of a project. Section 15378(a) defines a project
has the potential for resulting in a physical change to the environment. No physical

change to the environment is anticipated with retaining the single historic landmark designation.

SECTION 2. The Historic Preservation Commission hereby finds and determines that the

application
for the pro
designation

1.

2.

3.

requesting removal of single historic landmark designation (SHISTORIC 15211-2020)
perty located at 395 S. Thomas Street, is over fifty years old and clearly still meets
criteria no. 1, 2, and 3 as follows:

It exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City of Pomona’s cultural, social,
economic, political, aesthetic, engineering, architectural, or natural history.

The Masonic Temple is an exemplary visual representation that displays special
elements of Pomona’s cultural, social and political history as it served as critical
gathering place for various established groups early in the 19th century. A multitude of
events took place in the banquet hall such as dedications, receptions, and social dances
that were important to Pomona’s history. Over time, this use of the temple as a
gathering or meeting place was adapted over the years by a wide range of local and
outside groups.

1t is identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or national history;

The founder and first Master of the Pomona Masonic Lodge was William T. “Tooch”
Martin, who played a prominent role in Pomona’s history as he actively participated in
civic and social activities. Tooch was a justice of peace and though school for four
years and was on the school board in Pomona, and raised bees and fruit on his 15 acre
ranch, formerly on Towne Avenue and Fifth Street. The construction of the Masonic
Temple also the marked the fourteenth Masonic lodge in Southern California and
attracted Mason from all over to visit the lodge.

1t is the work of a notable builder, designer, landscape designer or architect;

The builders associated with the Masonic Temple were well known builders at the time
of the Masonic Lodge’s construction, the Wilton brothers. William and Edwin Wilton,
also built the Elks Home, Firsht Christian Church, Trinity Methodist Church, St.
Josephs Catholic Church, and the Ebell Club. Additionally, the architect who designed
the structure was Ferdinand Davis, a Pomona architect who designed the Ebell IClub,
the Pilgrim Congregational Church, Pomona City Stables, and the Phillips Mansion;
some of which are also local historic landmarks.
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SECTION 3. Based on the above findings, he Historic Preservation Commission hereby
recommends City Council deny the removal of designation of the single historic landmark
(SHISTORIC 15211-2020) for the property located at 395 S. Thomas Street.

SECTION 4. The Secretary shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and forward
the original to the City Clerk.

APPROVED AND PASSED THIS 6" DAY OF JANUARY 2021.

ANN TOMKINS
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
CHAIRPERSON

ATTEST:

ANITA D. GUTIERREZ, AICP
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
SECRETARY

STATE OF CALIFORNIA)
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES)
CITY OF POMONA)

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

Pursuant to Resolution No. 76-258 of the City of Pomona, the time in which judicial review of this
action must be sought is governed by California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.6.



CITY OF POMONA
Historic Resources Inventory
(Short Form - Exterior)

(1) Address;_B39¢ S 1HmgL ST (2) Neighborhood:

(3) Property Category:

Single Family Residential ___ Multi-Family Residential #of Units
Commercial —— Industrial
Other 22X Méasovie Temple

(4) Architectural Style (see attached sheet): NEG~CLASSICAL-  Beejc

BEAX ARTS

(5) Estimated Construction Date(s):__{ 90 9 (6) Condition of Structure G000
(7) Additions or Alterations: Major Moderate Few
Description:

(8) Other comments or observations:

r

TN

(9) Raﬁng: @ nCMu nNu “NA" "R

(10) Evaluator: b, Mae S
Date or Evaluation meyY (9932




Site Photographs for 395 S. Thomas St




























Location Map & Aerial Photograph
39S S. Thomas Stl_j_eet
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Vol. 70, p. 414 April 5, 1982

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
POMONA AND THE COUNCIL SITTING AS THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY
OF SAID CITY HELD APRIL 5, 1982, AT 8:00 P.M., IN THE
COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE CITY HALL, 505 SOUTH GAREY AVENUE,
POMONA, CALIFORNIA.

1 The invocation was given by Dr. John Heck, First Baptist
INVOCATION Church.

2 Roll Call:
ROLL CALL Present: Councilmen: Weigand, Gaulding, Bryant, Selby,

(Mayor) Wright.

staff: City Administrator Lampman,
City Attorney Sampson, City Clerk Herr,
Deputy City Clerk Villeral,
Director of Community Development Sorensen,
Director of Public Works Minamide.

Absent: Councilmen: None.

3 Moved by Councilman Bryant, seconded by Councilman Weigand, that
MINUTES the Minutes of the Adjourned Regular Meeting held March 23, 1982,
3/23/82 be approved as written.

Ayes: Weigand, Bryant, Selby, Wright.

Abstentions: Gaulding.

- Carried -
4 Moved by Councilman Bryant, seconded by Councilman Weigand, that
MINUTES the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held March 29, 1982, be

3/29/82 approved as written.

Ayes: Weigand, Gaulding, Bryant, Selby, Wright.

- Carried -
5 Moved by Councilman Bryant, seconded by Councilman Weigand, that
PROCLAM'S the proclamations be approved for presentation:

(a) Proclaiming the month of April, as "Neighborhood Watch Month".

("Neigh- ..

borhood (b) Proclaiming the month of April, as "Knights of Columbus Month".
Watch" \ } .

"Knights Ayes: Weigand, Gaulding, Bryant, Selby, Wright.

of Colum-

bus") - Carried -

APPROVED

1.4



April 5, 1982

"Neighborhood Watch Month" was presented by Councilman Selby.

"Fair Housing Month" was presented by Councilman Gaulding.

The Deputy City Clerk announced that this was the time and place
fixed for continuation, from February 1, 1982, of the hearing

on the notice to owner to show cause why substandard building at
1098 West Phillips Boulevard, should not be rehabilitated or
demolished; James Bailey, owner.

Councilman Bryant asked why the backup material presented at the
February 1, 1982 hearing had not been included in the agenda
packet. He then requested that the hearing be continued to
April 19, 1982, at which time the staff would include the backup
material.

Moved by Councilman Weigand, seconded by Councilman Bryant, that
the hearing be continued to April 19, 1982.

Ayes: Weigand, Gaulding, Bryant, Selby, Wright.

- Carried -

The Council was in receipt of four Resolutions of the Redevelop-
ment Agency authorizing an agreement re: formation of a
Redevelopment Area in the Los Angeles Fairgrounds.

The Director of Community Development explained the four contract
proposals and how the project would be beneficial to the City.

The City Administrator suggested to the Council that they approve
all four contracts in one motion, since they were all related.

Moved by Councilman Bryant, seconded by Councilman Weigand, that
all four resolutions be approved, adopted, and numbered as
follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT
WITH MUNICIPAL SERVICES, INC. (For preparation of Redevelopment
Plan for Los Angeles Fairgrounds; the fee of $29,780, which will
be paid by the Fair Association to be reimbursed from project area
revenue.

Approved, adopted, and numbered 82-106.

415

6
REHAB /DEMOL
SUBSTANDARD
BLDG 1098
WEST PHILLIPS

HEARING
CONTINUED
TO 4/19/82
5.9

7
RDV RESOLS
AGRM FORMATION
RDV AREA LA
FAIRGROUNDS

RDV RESOL
PREPARE RDV
PLAN FOR

LA FAIRGRNDS
(Muni Serv,
Inc.)

6.23
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RDV RESOL
CONTINGNCY
CONTR FOR
FINANCIAL
SERVICES
LA FAIR
GROUNDS
(Dinkes-
piel, Bel=-
mont)

6.23

RDV RESOL
BOND
COUNSEL
LA FAIR-
GROUNDS
(Jones,
Hall,
Hill,
White)
6.23

RDV RESOL
FINANCIAL
ADVISORY
SERV
(De Dios)
6.23

8
CONSENT

(a)
RDV RESOL
TRAFFIC
STUDY
MCKINLEY
(siecke)
6.23,
10.14

April 5, 1982

A RESOLUTION OF THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT
WITH DINKELSPIEL, BELMONT AND CO., INC. (For contingency contract
for financial services for Los Angeles Fairgrounds; the fee to be
paid only from the proceeds of a financing, if and when such
financing takes place)

Approved, adopted, and numbered 82-107.

A RESOLUTION OF THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AUTHORIZING AN. AGREEMENT
WITH JONES, HALL, HILL & WHITE. (For special legal services or
bond counsel for Los Angeles Fairgrounds; the fees for this
service are to be paid only from the proceeds of a financing, if
and when such financing takes place)

Approved, adopted, and numbered 82-108.

A RESOLUTION OF THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT
WITH DE DIOS AND ASSOCIATES. (For financial advisory services as
an extension of Agency staff in assembly, review and analysis of
the various elements and options available in proposed financings;
fees for this service are to be paid only from the proceeds of a
financing, if and when a financing takes place)

Approved, adopted, and numbered 82-109.

Vote:
Ayes: Weigand, Gaulding, Bryant, Selby, Wright.

- Carried -

Councilman Bryant moved that item (c¢) authorizing an agreement
with Lawrence N. Blum, Ph.D., for pre-employment psychological
evaluations for the Police Department, be removed from the
consent agenda for separate discussion.

After discussion of this item and no second to the motion, it
was moved by Councilman Weigand, seconded by Councilman Gaulding,
that all items on the Consent Agenda be acted upon as recommended.

A RESOLUTION OF THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AUTHORIZING AN
AGREEMENT WITH WARREN C. SIECKE. (For a traffic study on
McKinley Avenue for a fee not to exceed $19,500 with the
added provision that any City Administrator authorized
studies on E Street or White Avenue be paid for on an
hourly basis)

Approved, adopted, and numbered 82-110.



April 5, 1982

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS NO. 201. (Calling
for Bids for the construction of Corona Expressway Crossing at
North Ranch Road; opening of bids, April 27, 1982)

Approved, adopted, and numbered 82-111.

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH LAWRENCE N. BLUM, Ph.D.
(For pre-employment psychological evaluations for the Police
Department)

Approved, adopted, and numbered 82-112.

Purchase of One-Ton Cab & Chassis from Valley Chevrolet, Pomona
for use by Parks Department; total cost $8,472.47.

Claim filed against the City by Andrea Viera.

Claim rejected and City Clerk instructed to give notice that
claimant has six months during which to bring suit, if any.

Vote:
Ayes: Weigand, Gaulding, Bryant, Selby, Wright.

The Council was in receipt of a Report from the City Administrator
regarding funding of Pomona Valley Youth Services, wherein he
recommended the funding be continued until June 30, 1982, at which
time the Council should determine whether the City could continue
any financial participation in the program.

Moved by Councilman Bryant, seconded by Councilman Gaulding, that
the report, dated April 2, 1982 be received and filed. *
Ayes: Weigand, Gaulding, Bryant, Selby, Wright.

- Carried -

*see April 12, 1982, page 421, item 2.
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(b)
RESOLUTION
P/s #201
CONSTR WATER
CASING &
INSTALL
24-INCH
WATER MAIN
CORONA EXPSWY
11.6

(c)
RESOLUTION
PRE-EMPLOYMNT
EVALUATIONS
POLICE DEPT
(Blum)

2.5

(d)
ONE~-TON CAB
& CHASSIS
PARKS DEPT
(Valley
Chevrolet)
3.3

(e)
CLAIM
(Viera)
1.1

9
FUNDING
POMONA
VALLEY
YOUTH SERV

REC/FILED
4.7, 4.14
5.10
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10
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SUSPEND
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11
RESIGNATION
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(Gendron)

ACCEPTED
2.2

April 5, 1982

The Council was in receipt of a communication. from the City
Administrator regarding Southern California Rapid Transit
District notification re: suspension of certain bus line
services in Pomona.

The City Administrator explained to the Council that the
suspension of bus services would eliminate all local bus
lines for the residents of Pomona except for one line which
runs on Third Street between Garey Avenue and Towne Avenue
between Third Street and Foothill Boulevard, then westerly
on Foothill Boulevard towards Pasadena.

He felt that the City should take an official action by
writing a letter for the Mayor's signature, objecting to
dismantling the bus system in Pomona, for hearing with RTD
on latter part of this month.

Councilman Selby stated that we should look to alternative
methods for transportation, and give serious thought to
local transportation.

The City Administrator also stated that we could utilize funds
raised here locally, such as the 1/2% sales tax, and that the
the City had transferred some equipment and funding for bus
service to RTD when responsibility for providing bus service
for Pomona residents was relinquished to the agency.

Councilman Gaulding stated that some of that equipment and
funding should be returned to the City if it resumes
responsibility for this service.

After discussion, it was moved by Councilman Gaulding, seconded
by Councilman Selby, that the City Administrator prepare a
letter for the Mayor's signature, objecting to dismantling the
bus system in Pomona.

Ayes: Weigand, Gaulding, Bryant, Selby, Wright.

- Carried -

Moved by Councilman Selby, seconded by Councilman Weigand, that
the resignation of Joseph A. Gendron from the Cultural Arts
Commission be accepted with regret, and that the status of the
Cultural Arts Commission be placed upon a future agenda.

(Mr. Gendron, a District #4 appointment; expiration of term
June 30, 1983)

Ayes: Weigand, Gaulding, Bryant, Selby, Wright.

- Carried -



April 5, 1982

The Council was in receipt of a recommendation of the Cultural Arts
Commission for designation of sites as historical monuments: (Set
hearing date)

Maurice Williams' Home
650 East Phillips Boulevard

Masonic Temple
c/o Mr. Tom Fitch
395 Scuth Thomas Street

Seventh Day Adventist Church

c/o Elder Donald Spaulding

Third & Gordon Streets

Hebert Home

c/o Mr. and Mrs. Roland Hebert

695 North Main Street
Moved by Councilman Bryant, seconded by Councilman Gaulding, that
the recommendation of the Cultural Arts Commission be approved and

a hearing date set for April 19, 1982.

Ayes: Weigand, Gaulding, Bryant, Selby, Wright.

- Carried -

The Council was in receipt of a communication from the Recreation

Supervisor regarding approval of approximately $160 for the purchase

of eight awards for the Annual Awards Program for Young Artists.

Moved by Councilman Bryant, seconded by Councilman Weigand, that the

recommendation dated March 31, 1982, be approved.

Ayes: Weigand, Gaulding, Bryant, Selby, Wright.

- Carried -

Councilman Bryant requested that the staff present recommendations
on what to do with Cherrieville and Sharkie Parks, as the gangs
who said they wanted these parks to keep them out of trouble; i.e.
gangs, graffiti, etc., were not keeping their word.

Moved by Councilman Bryant, seconded by Councilman Gaulding, that
the meeting be adjourned:

(a) in memory of Milton B. Ball, former City Councilman.

(b) to April 12, 1982, at 4:00 p.m. in the Councilm Chambers
for Budget Study Session.

Ayes: Weigand, Gaulding, Bryant, Selby, Wright.

- Carried -

419
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It was 9:40 p.m.

A

Bity Clerk and Secretary of
the Redevelopment Agency

Bpril 5, 1982

the Redevelopment Adency
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T\ESOLUTION NO 82 114

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF POMONA CALIFORNIA
‘DETERM MINING. THAT .CERTAIN BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES OR SITES IN THE
CITY OF.POMONA ARE OF PAPTICULAR HISTORICAL, ARCHITECTURAL AND
_ CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE" TO THE CITY- OF POMONA AS HISTORICAL BUILDINGS
© OR STRUCTURES OR SITES

'NHEREAS, a hear1ng was heId pursuant to Art VII Chapter 18, Code of_'

the C1ty of Pomona, by the Counc1I of the C1ty of Pomona on Apr11 19, 1982, at

5wh1ch a]] persons 1nterested in the determ1nat1on of certa1n bu1Td1ngs or

structuresoor s1tes in the City of Pomona aS'p1ty historical monuments were |
heard,‘and 5 | '

WHEREAS, at sa1d hear1ng, the pTans and spec1f1cat1ons of sa1d bu11d1ngs

or. structures or'sites were presented and test1m0ny was heard show1ng that

same are of part1cu1ar h1stor1ca1, archltectural and cu]tura] significance to
the City:of Pomona as h1stor1ca1 bu11d1ngs or structures or sites.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT. RESOLVED by. the Council of the C1ty of Pomona,
Ca11forn1a, as follows:

SECTION 1.7 That the bu11d1ngs or. structures or s1tes descr1bed in

: EXHIBIT: A hereto are of part1cu1ar h1stor1ca1 arch1tectura1, and cu]tura]

'ds1gn1f1cance to the C1ty of Pomona as historical: structures or bu1Td1ngs or

s1tes in wh1ch the cuTtura] p011t1ca1, econom1c or soc1a1 h]stor/ o’ the-

nat1on, state or communwty is ref]ected or exemp11f1ed or wh1ch are 1dent1-

fied w1th h1stor1Pa ;ersonages or with 1mport1n+ events 1n ‘the main currents

‘of nat1ona1, state or 10caT h1story, or wh1ch embody the d1st1ngutsh1ng
‘Acharacter1st1cs of an arch1tec+ura1 type spec1men 1nh°ren51j va]uab]e for
a study of a per1od sty]e or methoo of construct1on, or a notab]e work of a

master bu11der des1gner or arcn1tect whose 1nd1v1dua1 gen1us influenced his

age; and 1t 1s-determtned by the Council of the City of Pomona that the said

"described 'buildings or structures or'sttes are historjoaT monuments of the

~City of Pbmona.

SECTIOD 2. The Ctty Clerk shaTI transm1t a copy of this reso]ut1on to

: Athe owners of sa1d h1stor1ca1 monuments, to the C1ty Deoartments of Administra-

tjon; Commuini ty Deve]opment,_Parks and_Recreat1on, Pub11c torks and

' Attorney,fhnd;aTsovthe‘Board of—Educatﬁon,Oftthé;Pomona Unified School

o
“ [
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iCode'of the C1ty of Pomona

[y

D)

oursuantstovSect1on']8L68 of tho Code of : the?C1ty of Pomona

';'~;SECTION 3 ‘*The C1ty:Adm1n1strator 1s dvrected to present to the owners

}of saTd h1stor1ca1 monuments appropr1ate p]aques des1gnat1ng sa1u bu11d1ngs or '

structures or s1tes as C1ty h1stor1ca1 monuments, and the D1rector of Pub11c

‘Works shal] 1nsta]] 1n the C1ty r1ght of-way adJacent to each h1stor1ca1
‘monument a. marker des1gnat1ng sa1d bu11d1ng or structure or s1te as.a - -

-f;h1stor1ca1 monument of the C1ty of Pomona pursuant to Sect1on 18 72 of the

- '19th day of Aprll

THE CITY OF POMONA




DESIGNATION OF HISTORICAL MONUMENTS OF THE CITY OF POMONA

(RESOLUTION NO. 82-114 , ADOPTED April 19

(1) MASONIC TEMPLE
‘ 395 S. Thomas St.,‘Pomona

(2) SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
Southeast corner of Third and Gordon, Pomona

(3) MAURICE WILLIAMS RESIDENCE
- 650 E. Phillips Blvd., Pomona

‘(4) ROLAND HEBERT RESIDENCE
695 N. Main St., Pomona

, 1982)

EXHIBIT "A"
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

)ss.

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES)

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was passed and

adopted by the City Council of the City of Pomona, California, and signed by

the Mayor of said City at a

on the 19th day of April

AYES:

NOES:

ABSTENTIONS:

ABSENT:

Councilmen:

’

regular meeting of said Council, held

1982 |, by the following vote, to wit:

Weigand, Gaulding, Bryant, Selby, (Mayor) Wright.

e

\J

City Clerk

e
U0




RECERIVED
NOV 3 8 2020

BY: e

Enshory Law Group

Bt W LS wth | Phone: bon) BT T4

eafmina (L T VFag ins B15-, a5

November 16, 2020

Victor Preciado. Councilmuember. District 2 Senia Carvatho, City Attorney
City Council of City of Pomona Bost Best ow bueper LLP

City Hall P10 Vou Karman Ave & 1000
505 %, Garey Ave. Irvine, CA 92012

Pomona. CA 91766
Mavor Tim Sandovel
City Hall
305 8. Garey Ave.
Pomoena, A 91766

Re: John Pefia, Owner and Applicant
Masonic Temple, 395 5. {homas St. Pomona, CA 91766

Greefings:

We v feen cotputted vy i John Pedn regarding the issues that have arisen in
comneetion with the development of the sefurenced projoct.

Ag youare weare, M Pelin Goa vested meaber in the community, and property owner .
in Pomoena’s doventown corrider. My, Peda is & well-respected.and sveees~ful businessman, and .
semeonc who has invested into the expapsion and vitality of the grealer Pomona communily. In
particular he has revitalized the blighied Mission Promen:de mall in Pomona’s Arts and
Entertainment 1istrict.

Mr. Pefia has been operaling in the city of Pomona as business owner since 2009. He
became interested in expanding the development to i nearby Masonic Temple property when it
became avatlable for purchase carlies this vear, Mr. Pefia’s plans for the propurty reguired
converung the buildrag twhich had been in operation «s 1 banquer bally to use as a [ull-service
restaurant with Hive enteridument., roquiring signiticant tinerior modifications und construction
of an outdoor patio. as well as autherization to permit the sale of beer, wine and spirits on the
premises pursuant to a type 47 liquor license to be taued by the California Department of
Alcoholic Beverage Control,

Before commitling o purchass the property, Mr. Peiia diligently and THORQUGHLY
i egtipated whether there were any impedimenis 1o this intended use: Tnis included stgnificant
rescarch and progress resarding ccismie retrofit corsideruiio.. . zoning issues. historical
sigaificanec, ete. diveciad to likely medanclopment of the siw Jor various residential and
commereial tsss, Buring the eoriod -Vt Pefia's due Jliconee. the City of Pomona’s Planniug

Stephen E. Ensberg « oo " viwre lrone [Laren B Eosherg e eme Dlorew b dawins
tancy J. Skovholl » o e o foi ecrn P Michele Lee » o e o b e




Department REPEATEDLY explained and pontificated. over various conversations and in over-
the-counter muetings with City staf¥, that “The building and the entire Masonic property was not
historical. apd would never be subject wo any lisloric review of desisnation process,” Mr. Pefia
and his advisors were well informed that if the Masonic Temple were either previously
designated as a historical resource or tucluded in the California Master List of Historical
Resources. it would likely have insurmountable financial implications on the subject property’s
current and future redevelopment vulues. City of Pomona authorized representatives repeatedly
assured Mr. Pefia that this was nof the case.

Furthermore. during a joint walkthrough of the site with Mr. Pefia and his architect on
January 29, 2020. with District 2 Councilmember Victor Preciado and Development
Services Dircctor Anita Gutierrez, they again reassured Mr. Pena and his architeet “that no
historical building designation {was applicd) wo the property.” In fact. prior to the February
i 2th plaeing cummission hearing. wherein the Pomona Ciy Planning Mauager Gustavo N.
Gonzalez and the Planning Commission unanimously approved Mr. Pefia’s application tor
Conditionat Use Permite 01391-2010 and 013133-2019, the Planning Conunisston was provided
an official report that diligently explaiaed to City Officials, Mr. Pefia. and members of the
community that Mr. Pena’s property it is not officiaily registered as a local or national historic
landmark™. Had Mr. Pena been informed that subsequent to the unanimous approval and permits
for "a restaurant with live entertainment (Type 47 ABC License). ncluding within designated
outdeor dining arcus aid additional interior gross Mo wrea-that the City would flip-flop its
opinion of the buildings historical designunion. he likely would have never purchased the subject
property, nor have paid $2,200.000 for 3t. Such a historical designation would significantly
devalue the property. as any adaptive reuse and rehabilitation of a historical building or property
would be subject 1o & very rigorous and onerous review process: and these processes are very
costly 1o any a real estate investor or business owner such as Mr, Pefia  T'o further expand, the
potential process itself. and cven more so a historical designation of the building. would likely
complelely eliminate Mr. Pefia’s intended adaptive feuse of the property. Mr. Pefia is in fact
already experiencing consequential damages as a result of the Citv’s actions and change of
position on the matter.

Mr. Pefia purchased the properiy and moved ahead with the renovations in reliance on the
representations of City officials that no “hisiorical fundmark™ designation would impede his
intended use of the gropariy. He has slso mvestnd bunds ads of thousands of dollars for
architectural and enginecring plans regarding the renovation of the building. which piuns City
staff huve reviewed and plan checked over the better part of 2020, Subseyuent to applying for a
demolition permit, however, Mr. Pefia was told in a phone call with Mr. Gonzalez on October 8,
2024), that the Masonic Temple was in fact designated by the City of Pomona as a Historical
Monument in 1982, and as ¢ resuit Mr. Pefia is precluded from proceeding with renovation of the
property necessary fo convert it 16 his intended use.

The unfairness of this is patent. Vr. Pefia did everyviling he reasonably should have done
to ensure that no historic monument designation would interfere with his plans. Yet it was City
officials who assurcd him that this was the case. and City officials who are now reversing their
position. Mr. Peia has invested o farge sum of money and an exerbitant amount of time info this



building, which exceed the purchase pric.. Yot the City is now refusing to issue demolition
permiis necessary ! et e renovation widerway.

Mr. Pena is currendy experencing carrving ensts of the propersy totaling moie than
100,068 por smnin, u!ll.i a3 he has invested more than $1.000.0080 of dollars of his additional
funds into the propeny. The damages from velays are and vouli be staggering 1o Mr. Pefin.
potentially cqual to or greater than seven figures in damuges o3 a resull of the Ciw's reversul of
1ts legal position on this matter.

I am writing to request that the City reconsider 1ts position. and that it promptly and
voluntarily take whatever action it deenu: necessary 1o correct the situation and cnable
Mr. Pefta w proceed in sceord with fie authorization of the Planaing Commission. Mr.
Pefia would like to complete the pornuitting process for the Conditional Use Permits 01391-2019
and Q1313232009 o e Donish she tine pheos o oo atfoes vl iy carrentty wademyay st the
subject pmnum Furthwrasre, 0 POl de reguesting assursness in writing from the City
Attorney oF Ciy steffthot any furtier permitting of the properts will NOT include or be subject
te any histosical roviow erntinues, comimilices or gmdthmi ‘ -

I wouid uppreeiate receiving o response 1o this letter no fater than December 10, 2020 by
which time the Historie Preservation Comudssion, the Plunning Commission. and the City

Councit will 26 have connsteiod thetr next-scheduled mvetines. Thank you.

Very truly vours.

Nancy J. Skovholt

Ce: Chent {via email)
NIiS/njs




11/30/2020

City of Pomona
505 South Garey Ave.
Pomona, CA 81766

Re: Masonic Temple {395 S. Thomas St. Pomona, CA 91766)

My name is Javier Torrez-Plascencia, PM. I'm writing this letter as a three-time Past
Master of Masons of Pomona. | am sending you this letter pertaining to the property address
395 S. Thomas St, Pomaona CA 91766, better known as the Masonic Lodge and the status of it
being Historical. In many occasions we have gotten approached by the City of Pomona to see if
we wanted to make the subject property historical. We never wanted it to be historical or never
had the knowledge that the city made it historical. One of the main reasons we didn’t want the
property to become Historical is for the fact that we didn’t want anyone telling us what to do
with the property. This property has been owned by the Masonic Brotherhood only since it was
built. My knowledge is that our property listing agent Dan Bacani, also checked with the
planning department before listing the property, and he was told that the property wasn’t
listed Historically, Locally or Federally.

Sincerely,

Javier Torrez-Plascencia, PM
(909) 786-5084
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During the first decades of the century, Pomona’s

population nearly tripled, increasing from 5,526 in

1900 to

s







Aug 5, 2002

Former Supervisor “Tooch' Martin decided to give up everything
and become a hermit

By Joe Blackstock, Inland Valley Daily Bulletin

William T. **Tooch" Martin once did something all of us
have considering doing -- finding some quiet place to hide from
civilization.

He was tired of all the new people coming to the Inland
Valley, the roads, towns growing bigger and the destruction of
the environment, so he ran away from modern society.

This was 1909.

Martin, already in his 60s, put up a shack in the mouth of
Palmer Canyon above Claremont and for a number of years became
a hermit.

Don't misunderstand -- old Tooch was no illiterate yokel.
Martin had served on the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors for four years in the 1880s, was a justice of the
peace, taught school for four years and was on the school board
in Pomona. The first white settler to live in what is today
Claremont, he also farmed land in San Dimas and eastern Pomona
for many years.

But shortly after the death of his wife, he decided to
return to the rustic life he knew as a young man.

“"He saw the sagebrush plowed up to make room for the first
orange orchards; he saw the last Indian (community) give way to
the first white man's ranches," wrote the Los Angeles Times in
an interview at his encampment.

Martin hunted food with a bow-and-arrow, using skills he
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community was called, was on Indian Hill. He recalled that
those Indians would walk to Spadra or Puente (cq) to work in
the fields for 50 cents a day until they were largely wiped out
by a smallpox epidemic in 1873.

Later, Martin settled on 15 acres at Towne Avenue and Fifth
Street in Pomona where he raised bees and fruit.

Two years later, he was successfully elected as a Democrat
to the Board of Supervisors in Los Angeles.

It must have been a shocker to some people when old Tooch
(the origin of his nickname remains unknown) left all of his
civic involvement and took off to live out the remaining years
of his life alone.

To be honest, though, it should be pointed out that Martin
only stayed up in mountains for a few years, deciding to return
to town because of his advanced age.

He spent his final years living with his son on East 3rd
Street in Pomona.

In 1934, he was invited back to Los Angeles where the Board
of Supervisors paid tribute to him by letting him ceremonially
open their meeting. Never being one to hold his tongue, Martin
offered this opinion about county government: ~~The board has a
hard row to hoe," he told the Progress-Bulletin. “There
wasn't nigh the rascality when I was a supervisor that there is
now."

Old Tooch died at 91 on April 23, 1936, following a fall at
the home he shared with his 65-year-old son, who died four days
after his father.

Father and son are buried at Pomona Cemetery, but the story
doesn't end there

Tooch Martin had been a founder and first master of Pomona
Masonic Lodge in 1877.
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T Nichols.

Site Committee—Walter > rﬁzm
, W, A. Vandegrift,Mrs. Emma- A. Heath
“C. M. Stone and F. H. Hyatt,

Finance Committee—Walter A, Lew-
is, W, H. Rickerich, Mrs. G. 8. Phillips
C. C. Huft, and H. P. Wilkinson.

4-- Plaps Committe—T. - B.- Fredendalk-

1Mré: G. 8. Phillips; and-H- 3: Nichals:

Furnishings~—W. A, <£5bmn§1.r?1
{Ludden, - Mrs. E. J. Dowling, T. B.

Fredendall and F. H. Hyatt,

'

| DEDICATION omwm:oimm_
"To properly celebrate “the mnocﬁct
lishment of what at first seemed a Her-
culean task, -in the erection .of .this
Jinagnificent structure, next ezmumm?
PJanhdary 23th, has heen fixed as-formal

opening day:
S0 much intercst E the mﬁm:..zua
has been Sxm_n. not o.:w by.the. mem-

bers of the various Masotiic bodies, but |
by the ﬁzn@? ol .Mbﬂca?&::mga??

house, from 9 v'eloek ot “"TUEsdAaY HiHTH-
{ing until 2 o'cléck in ‘the afternoon.
During these houss all who will may-
enter. A reception-committee-will-give-
the hand of welcome and visitors will

be escorted by guldes Sac:muoi the ;
temple,

At 2
 cluded, ’ B

s . . _
T

N

that it has been _decided to keep open v

i
o'clock p. m. visitors will be ex- _ .

The ::;92 Ea:.m igbsc&agv
tion of the Eastern m::s ‘the ladies’
vcﬁnﬁ.«ﬁ will convene at the old hall, -
as a grand lodge. Coccc Grand Mas-
ter D. A. Weller, 0f_Y.os_Angeles,. as.
Grand .,Z_ﬁi.. will preside. “The other

will-be upled—by—grand

lodge representatives who will accom-
‘pany him from Los Angeles,

-Under escort of the Southern Os:no?
Ania CGBE*—E?,Q {he various bodies
wiil-march-to- the-new. ,giio where |
_the . Eastern™ “‘Star “‘will ‘previon y_ as-
-semble. The procession will move s_»u
Fmittary—preciston—wmd- Ttfsexpected-
Sﬁ the largest nauwmmg?aom of the .

Mgsonic order ever seen In’ muoaosm
v_z be in the long column, - ,
..!,ﬁﬁ#?$51¢+3, 0
Teattorrunder-tull. ritualistic.

The _‘520&3@&

stations

T

8:? i:
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.»39. ;mwi% a vmmm. w& ugvmgmou
the dream of Pomona Masons has cmmz.
realized. The beautiful 889» wt
Fourth and Thomas - was dedicated
this afternoon by the grand lodge
Zgoum of California. The local Ma-
gonic. orders can boast of a home,
which for beauty, ocBEmﬂgmum. and
finigh is not Burpassed in this state.
The elaborate mm%owﬁoqv gervices are
taking place this afternoon in “the
presence of a delegation of Masons
from all over Southern California.

‘Between . 9 this morning and 2 this
afternoon several hundred umoio took
advantage of the opportunity to view
the interior of the building.

It would take columns to tell in
abridged form all the compliments!
that the visitors have had for the’
bujlding the Masons have erected and:
8o superbly furnished.

The interior of the building and its,
handsome . furnishing  1as .w:.mm?.
heen ammoacmq in :;.m.u 8:5:5 last|
week. .

The attention of the visitors to :?
huilding this morning was first at- 4
tracted to a w.::m American flag H:
the main entrance. The m::.msn,,:
Wwens into o H.‘mcfic: hall and :S'.m..w
9 large  erate, a4 wWarm Cozy m%m
10 cheerfully,  The visitors were]

f/w POMONA DAILY REVIEW

conducted to the right. into the read-
ing room and library. Large double
doorg to the left of the reception hall,
lead to the men’s reception room.
Directly back of this is the _m&mmﬂ
reception room. Both of Emmo rooms |
are” beautifully “furnished.® Crossing
from here to the left side of the build-

-ng-one enters the Bpac acious banquet

hall in the rear of which is located
the fine large kitchen, which received
particular attention this morning.

Ascending to the second floor by
the broad stairway which s in the
rear of the building, one is conducted
to the main lodge room. It would be
{mpossible to give anything like =
complete idea of the richness and
beauity of this room. Suffice It to say
that it :_ the erowning feature of the
building. This fioor also containg a
number of smaller rooms. One the
‘third floor. is the dmwczni Red Cross|
chapel and also locker rooms and
wardrobe rooms for: the 889533

Preceding the ao&omccz. ‘this al-
ternoon, the Masons met in 1. 0. 0. .F.
hall and were auoolg, to the new
temple by NEwu»u Templar in full

uniform. Depaty Grand Master D. A.
‘Weller .of Los Angeles, ,333& The
procession of Masons from 1. 0. 0. F.
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 DEDICATION HERE .-
-~ TOMORROW

H | e i e

Tomorrow will be a great day In the
.calendar -of Pomona ' Masons. The
' Masonic Temple, upon which  they
| have. been at work a year, will be
dedicated tomorrow _afternoon  with
appropriate ceremonies, S

The attention of Masons all over
! Southern California has been atiracted
{to Pomona's fine Masonic Temple.
Some of the visiting Masons will ar-
rive this evening. but the bulk of the
guests will not come until the morn-

MASONIC TEMPLE =~ |

ing traing tomorrow, They will bel!
_:2.5. members of the Pomona wozmmw
and escorted to Odd Fellows' hall!
which will be headquarters until after|
i the dedication.

It is mm:m?mz that hundreds of Po-y-

mona people will take advantage of’
the Masons' general invitation to. visit
_the temple between & a. m. and 2 p
"o tomorrow.

© The building will be ledicated
the Grand Lodee o Masons of Cng
“fornia, under fhe quspices of m:::::xm
_Szmm. To prepare for this event (!
cGrand Lodge will convene at J
[Fellows’ hall at 1 p. m. The

ptory.services will begin at 2
i

Wit
Southern California Commandery No ¢
C37 and | visiting Knpights Templar ax’
fescorts they will march to the new .
MS.:E? Deputy Grand Master OEEW
! R. Weller, of Los Angeles, will act mmm
grand master. The dedicatory address:
{ will be delivered by James A, Foshay.'
Los Angeles. ' "

s

w
i
t

Lof
4&.8_,,

_ rembera of their
| families only. At 6 p. m. light refresh-
Tsa:g will be served.

| At 8 the following musical program

| will be given:

e

i mmu.mn&ou.n.-:mmcc:a Hungarian Fan-

M_Awmi: {Tobani) Thompson’s ogvmmﬂw.w
| Piano gelection—"The Polish | a
i trol” (De Krontsky) Earl Foresman.
I Vocal solo—"An Antumn  Storm
‘ ¥ Viiss Leona Warren.
aﬂwﬂa gelection—Prof. Staples om_”
pPomona College, Miss West accomp-|
LMw%_”.@hz.uﬁ%.§~?;l}e€~%&ﬁi;%
as. ‘

q,w%hmma:ou by Masonic quartet, com- |
posed of R. M. Davis, F. R. Lewis, F.
E. Graham and W. H. Lewis.

Overture—“The Masked Ball” Amo,.
"broth) Thompson’'s orchestra. i
" rhis- last- number will be followed|
by the grand march Ba will intro-
duce the closing and Soaaum. event
of the evening, a bail. The grand]
mareéh will be lead by Mr. and Mrs.
W. A. 45&322.

R

POMONA DAILY REVIEW



&

0161 ‘1z &Lagnuer ‘MATATY ATIVA VNOWO

w dgm&ﬁ.&a oy} uf eanjjuing
'oqy  peovid oA®Y 14 £oY) MO0II0010%
««5 ‘w60 wmpﬁ 81q1 Ul 8304 mﬁ Eﬁ
e
wigyewy 9y} jo osn ?:?65 wﬂ 10}
j8q 0} 8] SIGL .Baaﬁ. am i Auvm
_oﬁ duome  eA]joBI)IR vﬁc “[njisage
80T oy} Suoww §]. pue, ‘SMOpPUIA
YOMIN0S.HILM. (WO0L AUNNS, 4118, DR8],
€ 8T BIYY el ujeiseq oul «c ga1pE[
Ayl I0] WOoJ Alquoesse oWy 81 '[[eY B
4q pejeIedes puw g{y} JO Ieal 9y} O,

" -auop 8] Yi0m -8,48D
3} WOUM JJS]A DU®R JRYD DUE O30S
1A SUOSBR 8y} ‘@IN}juIn} uj SHUSUE
-us[iIeqwa 1oyjo pue o[qewl jeeld B

“RATEYOB[qUIIOJIO0" 7O JO1 "B A DI -

‘wool A[quesse pue Fayyouws eyl 8]
35@:.5 ayqy jo uwﬁco IRISEIYIN0S

d

sm E S IRY 1)) el awy ® 1056

‘0M}
10 Y90a B M1 puw v..mﬁ :kOc 1314
:n o) g jydjm eupfae jsow jBqd
ygop pue eljend Lswa M paysjuing
L1801 of puR. pajvIodsp Zﬁatao»naa
o8. j0dg w00l Snjpral. pus ALamaq.
a1 eqy sy (Widou ay3 I8 8 WUl gi1sjue
lauo #8 ‘143d eyl IV

an:eﬁ U0 I8 aaoaﬁana oY) ‘INOQE
®  s{iea vSﬁeoos Aqnjeise), YA

pus ‘100 vonnxoh ayl uo nwf comowou .

uM0lq 1308 UM puw Ewwﬁgc R3te 11

wérljmrmﬁrﬁkm%m«aﬁvsfﬁz

Y T R e S

R TR A P s

'843p(ogeq e

M. DIUOSVI 9. wﬁ%\nouo 190100 9W

5] SI8WL

| 4vpmeny,

L..:E wﬁ moxmi :5 :aB Ewﬁ._ou
£l uf e{jwew ¥aLIq cona:ou 18ald @

-giunbg srw«: 29}X{8 SWO8
—wood fSujduno| pue [[8] nojideded

gBUIOY], U0 g400p 1u0l} LAy oM
nwzcuﬁ dwpyng seu 8y} mE.::aﬁ
"Sujuuis .fﬁ:o..taa oq
114 10]02 [BIOP pPUB £ouwplaa Jo jusm
-uoJjAUuR U® pje s{lea YOlIQ umoiq
ayy . Jo J09ys onspdE ol ‘eldme,
ojuosB oYl JO-8{{eM Y2l4q AABaY Q)
sumd] pue oﬁmw_eﬂmﬁﬁ gwi BUibiing
eyl IMoqR 10| 9Y)} UATM Ape 8im
Uy stajssnbpuay a9yl JO pnoad ate
pus ‘pajunoaxe ysaq E¥Y 10843UCO B

aoyipa q4adng Bupinpud ‘plos ¥
_uvuzuo._a aagy ‘81010811000 i..ﬂ:oum
oM °ul  000°23§ J0 1800 8 Y

~ g3 hmﬁ ada
8,10} 8[A oﬁ .5??8:3 E:Ewg £12A
aq A w—aﬁw.r suorE oy} Sujuaae
JXeu Po B2WOd , IuUjmLivs
98NOY,, Y} UM pus guipyng oy uj

peoeld wEon ‘g) sanyjming YL ‘peuedo

| f3enuef .hswuea.w 1XeN

Lypeoazo;  eq i Sujpnng ewl ‘97

‘a1:8 8yl jo
uopjoes. EW 118 uio1] SUOSBR £q Auow
.28 e prep ges 8160418 SBWOHL,
puwe qunog " 0 180100 oyy e ‘eod

‘aead ue] ‘08 Aienugf .?Euim ugQ

B

M d0 n:oxm ._.2 wzow<= o

i
|
i
i
|

e 0juj Iy BAWOD lojjsla BUY M3ALIE-

1noqe pajueid uedq oAy 8I9MOP pus,

Sea - oqr-RIM-Posuatd- {#8-018 -SUOBER ..
~|ouL




Across the hall ~and oCCUPYInE
nearly the whole north half of the

first or ground floor, ig the Masonlc)

_banquet hall—by long odds the most
guperb apartment for banquet pur-
poses in this section. In its smooth,
hard polished floor, its graceful chan-
dellers, its m:&o&nﬂ iES wuwBa_ma
: Hornc A ts.-softly
1&? : E.o-as? s -gonse of ..cuuan
elegance and daintiness that no "other
gach apartment -51.52 in or about
 Pomona presents. 1t is mot grand.or
"costly, ornate or too EB;« deco-
_ratiye; it is just & pyetty,- -charming
sand comfortable spot in-which one
" opuld dine or sup with his friends
(Ul the 81« 38» voﬂp. and g

dishes, complete cooking outfit and
‘il the squipnient of & cullnary de-|
partment. In the basement is the
largest hot-alr furnace in Pomona.
{  The visltor 10 the Masonic Temple
mounts stairs at the rear of the build-
ting, to the lodge room on the second|
floor. mmqa are the usual ante-rooms,
‘committee rooms and E:.uwa..uw:n
_rooms that all lodges have. And then,
‘through a great wide door the visitor
mmimqm ‘the one great and beautiful
jand impressive’ mumlgmﬁ in  the
whole edifice.

A deal of time and labor and capi-
tal have been spent in making this the
charming spot.it.is... There are many
larger, some much more ornate and
costly and some that have required
ten times the expenditure of cash, but
surely there Is no. gore. beautiful,
more attractive, m:,an:n and impreas-
ive Masonic lodge hall in California
|than this. In illuminating.devices and

architectural arrangement it ig :mE
down to the hour, . !

" The :E:.mm_:o: one nﬁm on 85:&
laway from viewing that lodge hall .m
.one of anzsmmm of c¢eiling. and f&::
of sunshine, glistening white zcc;-.
work, as clear ag the driven snow, p_
gorgeous green carpet, in vmli:,
| harmony with the green walls, deli-.
owSJ. gw:::: m:wn:.:u numaam:ma.w:

as w:w? caoﬁm seats, Emm::, 8 desk.
So, that ever came into “this mmo:o?
of California. - . A

It would take a column to tell a:
“tha . ingenlous devices Eﬂmﬁmﬂ.‘mmmm:a
luminatic mua for wmmzwm So 5,:%
hall:— -

Up 2&3 mud at the rear of the
building, are apartments exclusively
for use by Knights Templar Masons.
Here 'is a very beautiful but small
room decked in a rich shade of red

and llluminated by red electric bulbs.

This is the Red Cross room for the
Knights. Near by is the uniform
I rpom,-where -a--locker. of.. polished
fﬁooﬁw has been built.for use by each
_imember of the Soutbern California
Commandery on meetings of thal
body.

All this @eauty and elegance of Po
mona's Masonic Temple did not comt
by chance. It was created by fund:
' subskMBEd By Toyal Masons, and thi
building and all that is in it was
brought about by diligent committee
of Masons. - The general committe
on building is composed of T. B. Fred
-sadell,-chalpman,-Henry P.- Wilkinsot
and Hervey J. Nichols.

. The *committee on furniture an
farnishings is composed of W. A”Van
degrift, H. B. Ludden, Mrs. Alex, (
Lee, T. B. Fredendall and T. H. Hyat
..Hw&. trustees of the new temple ar
T. B. Fredendall, Walter A. Lewis, (
A.,Ludden, James H. 3:559
m@onmo Qo.aao_.«. and Mrs. A. O. Le
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Masonic
lodge
reclaims

its pillars

BY Bob Page
m.W:.i&m_.
Lt

embers of the fraternal
ups that call the
omona Masonic Temple *
Thome have discovered in
ast couple of years that history

the
n be mysterious and diffieult to

can

regain,

THe mystery arose while they

« havg been restoring their

downtown building at 395 S,

Thomas St.

Tiiere have been mounds of
yellowing paper to read, varying
memaories to mine for trath and
eventtwo heavy items to lift,

*~ One of their guestions remain
unanswered, though: When and
why did Pomona Masons It their
brothers in Covina take twoirop .
pillars that stood in front of the
temple from the building’s
completion in 1909 until the late

195087

Jim White, & member of the lodge
for more than 45 years, said he -
didn’t even realize the pillars were
gone until the temple board began
to discuss trying to get them back.

* “Where did they go? It was an
absolute shock to me. You just
aSsume they are always there,”
‘Whits, 71, who led the lodge in
1963.

He probably didn't notice that”
the eight-foot-tall pillars were . .
missing because he has not used
the east entrance much since a
parking lot was built on the west
side of the temple in the iste 1970s
or early 1980s,

4Getting the pillars, which now lie
inside a gated yard nextto the
parkifg lot, was an important part
Pthe.terple restoration ‘project,
said temple board President Bd
Mattern.

Magons pay close attention to the
order and meaning of things. The
Corinthian pillars represent beauty

suid

7 one of them,” said

SAVING HISTORY: Historic ph
The temple Is being restored.

and strength.

“We're supposed to be pillars in
society, at least we try to be,” said
49-year-old Mattern. “I consider
them to be cur welcome mat to the
public.”

Mattern said he hopes to raiss
and light the pillars outside the
‘Thomas Street entrance within a
week or two. Workers have already
run new electrical wire to the
cement foundations, which
power bulbs inside frosted
globes atop the pillars,

About a year age, Mattern and
his brother retrieved the iron
pillars, painted to look Like copper,
from the'Covina Masonic Temple,
inside which they stood for more
than 30 years.

They were & lot heavier than he
expected, Mattern said. .

“It takes 10 men and a boy to lift
Harvy Dickinson,
treasurer of the temple board,

* Mattern agreed,

The two ajso agree that sometime
in the late 1950s the members took:
down the pillars because of .
vandalism.

In the 1960s, they were looking
to maye out of the temple because
of maintenance costs.

A on a drawing of the
temple without the pillars p) es
a clue as to when they were given
to Covina. [¥'s difficult to tell

glas

* whether the artist wrote 1968 or

1968.

Lodge No. 246 chaplain Ed Mattern displays two pillars that once stood in front
of the Pomona Masonic Temple. They ware relripyed from a lodge in Covina,

and Mattern plans on relnstafiing the

em at the Pgmona _co%m.

e R S A

VEE e e et s

e







CITY OF POMONA PLANNING DIVISION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PROPOSED PROJECT

A request for removal of single historic landmark designation for the property located at 395 S. Thomas Street (Masonic
Temple) located in the Mixed-Use Central Business District of the Downton Pomona Specific Plan.

Applicant John Pena

Location 395 S. Thomas Street (APN: 8341-005-014)
Hearing Body Historic Preservation Commission

Case File(s) SHISTORIC 15211-2020

Environmental Determination: The City of Pomona, as lead agency, has conducted an environmental review on the
proposed project per the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines, this action is not a
project. Section 15060 of the Guidelines exempts actions from CEQA that would not result in either an indirect or direct
impact on the environment and that do not meet the Section 15378(a) definition of a project. Section 15378(a) defines a
project as one that has the potential for resulting in a physical change to the environment. No physical change to the
environment is anticipated with the single historic landmark designation.

PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATION

Time & Date: Historic Preservation Commission Meeting, Wednesday, January 6, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.
Location: Available to Zoom Video Conferencing (There will be no in-person public meeting location).
Questions: Alex Jimenez, Assistant Planner, (909) 620-2441, Alex Jimenez@ci.pomona.ca.us

To participate by video conference: Visit https://zoom.us/join (Webinar ID 849 3822 4585; Passcode 996938). Public
comment may be made using the "Raise Hand" button for audio comments (limited to three minutes per speaker), or the
"Q/A" button for written comments (limited to 375 words).

To participate by telephone: Dial (669) 900-9128 (Webinar ID 849 3822 4585 followed by #. For Participant ID, press #.
Enter Passcode 996938 followed by #). You can indicate you would like to make a public comment by dialing *9.

Written Comments: May be submitted to DevServicesComments@ci.pomona.ca.us, by 5:30 p.m. the day of the hearing.
Comments must be limited to 200 words. Please title your email “HPC Public Comment 1-06-2021". Comments received via
email will be read into the record by staff.

Additional information regarding this Historic Preservation Commission meeting is available at:
https://www.ci.pomona.ca.us/index.php/government/city-departments/community-development/planning

The staff report on this matter will be available on or about December 22, 2020 on the City of Pomona website, which may
be accessed at https://pomona.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx or by emailing the case planner, Alex Jimenez.

PLEASE NOTE: If you challenge this matter in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else
raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Pomona, Planning
Division at, or prior to, the public hearing.

Para Informacion en Espaiol, llame (909) 620-2439.




