
CITY OF POMONA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 

 
 

DATE: January 6, 2021 

 
TO:  Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 
 
FROM: Development Services Department, Planning Division 
 

SUBJECT: SINGLE HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION REMOVAL 

(SHISTORIC 15211-2020): A request for removal of Single Historic Landmark 
Designation for the property located at 395 S. Thomas Street (Masonic Temple) 
located in the Mixed-Use Central Business District of the Downton Pomona 
Specific Plan.  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff presents two options for the Commission’s consideration:  
 

1) The Historic Preservation Commission approve the resolution recommending the City 
Council deny the removal of designation of the Single Historic Landmark (SHISTORIC 
15211-2020) for the property located at 395 S. Thomas Street (Attachment 1). 

OR 

2) The Historic Preservation Commission can find  based on the evidence presented that the 
original determination from City Council Resolution No. 82-114 was based on erroneous 
designation, and rescind its designation.  

 

PROPERTY & APPLICANT INFORMATION  

Address 395 S. Thomas   

Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 8341-005-014 

Lot Size 12,250 SF (0.28 Acres) 

General Plan Land Use Designation Neighborhood Edge 

Zoning District Mixed-Use Central Business District of 
Downtown Pomona Specific Plan (DPSP) 

Historic District Local Single Historic Landmark 

Specific Plan DPSP 

City Council District District 2  

Applicant John Pena  

Property Owner John Pena 

 

RELATED ACTIONS  

Historic Preservation Commission No history.  

Code Enforcement No active or open cases.  

Building & Safety 1938 Alterations and installation of fire escape. 
1943 Treat and repair termite damage.  
1944 Treat termites in floor joists. 
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1964 Reroof 
1969 ADA accessible ramp 
1979 Reroof with mineral surface cap sheet.  
1991 Remove roof and install cap sheet system. 
1992 Brick and wrought iron fence.   
2000 Remodel existing office spaces.  
2020 Seismic retrofit. 

 

Planning 2020 Conditional Use Permit for alcohol. 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND  

 

The property located at 395 S. Thomas Street in Downtown Pomona permanently hosts the 
“Masonic Temple”, a two-story 15,684 square-foot commercial structure. The Masonic Temple 
at one time was compromised of a gentlemen’s parlor, a ladies parlor, a banquet room, and a 

lodge room. Since then has served a number of different uses like meeting place, office, banquet 
hall, and retail space. The exterior of the Masonic Temple has remained a neo-classical brick 
beaux arts, according to Dianne Marsh (Attachment 2). The only exterior visible change was an 
addition that came after its construction at the rear of the Masonic Temple, takin an L-shape to 
the West and North of the structure (Attachment 3). The Los Angeles County Assessor’s records 
and Building & Safety’s records indicate that the Masonic Temple was originally constructed in 
1909. The structure sits on a 12,250 SF (0.28 Acres) corner lot in the Mixed-Use Central 
Business District of the Downtown Pomona Specific Plan (Attachment 4).  
 
In April of 1982 City Council was in receipt of a recommendation from the former Cultural Arts 
Commission for designation of four sites around Pomona as historical monuments, including the 
Masonic Temple, whose owner at the time was Mr. Tom Fitch (Attachment 5). After the receipt 
of recommendation the council approved it and set a hearing date for April 19, 1982. On April 
19 1982, City Council adopted Resolution No. 82-114, “determining that certain buildings or 

structures or sites in the City of Pomona are of particular historical, architectural and cultural 
significance to the city of Pomona as historical buildings, or structures, or sites” (Attachment 6). 
At that time, a Historic Preservation Commission was yet to be formed therefore, individual 
single historic landmark findings were not specifically referenced as they did not exist at the 
time.  
 
 

 

APPLICABLE CODE SECTIONS 

 

Per Section .5809-13(D) Historic Landmark Designation Criteria, “For the purposes of this 

section, an improvement, natural feature, or site may be designated an historic landmark by the 

historic preservation commission and city council and any area within the city of Pomona may 

be designated an historic district pursuant to subsection E of this section, if the building or 

majority of buildings(in a district) are fifty (50) or more years old or of exceptional quality if less 
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than fifty (50) years old, and it meets one or more of the designation criteria.” 

 

Section .5809-13(E) requires the Historic Preservation Commission review all applications for 
historic landmark designation. The HPC must then make a recommendation on the designation to 
the City Council. Since there is no specific procedure for rescinding a designation, the same 
procedure to designate a landmark shall be used. Before making the recommendation, HPC must 
review the structure for consistency with the required findings to determine if the structure no 
longer merits designation. 
 

Further, per Section .5809-13(E)(12), Designation Procedures “The commission shall not 

recommend that a resource be removed from the Pomona historic register unless it is discovered 

that the information relied on by the commission and the city council in making the original 

designation was erroneous or false or that circumstances wholly beyond the owner's control 

have rendered the resource ineligible for designation based on the criteria listed in this 

subsection and it would be infeasible to restore the resource. However, in the case of the moving 

of the building to another location or the deliberate destruction of the historic and architectural 

integrity of the resource, the commission may, after a public hearing, remove the resource from 

the official list.” 
 
In this specific case local single historic landmark designation was previously obtained in 1982, 
and the applicant is requesting removal of such designation. The applicant is requesting to 
remove the designation based on “erroneous or false information relied on by the city council in 
making the original designation”, and then wants to proceed through the process of applying for 
a Major Certificate of Appropriateness to partially demolish a pre-1945 structure. The applicant 
submitted a letter along with a supporting letter from a former Past Mastor of Masons of Pomona 
for removal of the designation (Attachment 7). The following analysis provided by staff 
compiles all archival resources that currently still merit an active single local historic 
designation.  
 
 

ANALYSIS 

 

Historic Significance 
 
Owner/Builder/Architect/Architectural Style/Cultural Significance 

 

The Masonic Temple features distinctive terra-cotta detailing on the cornice and roof, Corinthian 
style pillars at the front entrance, and intricate character-defining details. The architect who 
designed the structure was Ferdinand Davis, a Pomona architect who designed the Ebell lClub, 
the Pilgrim Congregational Church, Pomona City Stables, and the Phillips Mansion. The builders 
of the Masonic Temple were Wilton brothers William and Edwin Wlilgon, who built the Elks 
Home, Firsht Christian Church, Trinity Methodist Church, St. Josephs Catholic Church, and the 
Ebell Club (Attachment 8).  
 
The fruition of the Masonic Temple can be traced to the founder and first master of the Masonic 
Lodge, William T. “Tooch” Martin, who played a prominent civic role in Pomona’s history and 

who began his journey in Pomona by settling on 15 acres at Towne Avenue and Fifth Street 
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before ultimately living with his son on East Third Street (Attachment 9) At the time of 
formation, this marked the fourteenth Masonic lodge in Southern California, and cost $30,000 to 
construct. A dedication ceremony was held on January 25, 1910 and a news article was 
published in multiple news articles (Attachment 10).  
 
 
Figure 1. Masonic Temple from Pomona Historic Resources Inventory  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Criteria for Designation: 

 

Section .5809-13(D) of the PZO establishes the procedure for reviewing historic landmark 
applications. The section states that a building may be designated a historic landmark if it is at 
least 50 years old and meets one or more of ten criteria. Records show that the Masonic Temple 
or “Masonic Lodge” is well over 50 years old, as it was built in 1909. The structure, based on 
staff’s analysis, currently meets the following criteria: 
 
1. It exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City of Pomona’s cultural, social, economic, 

political, aesthetic, engineering, architectural, or natural history.  

 

The Masonic Temple is an exemplary visual representation that displays special elements of 
Pomona’s cultural, social and political history as it served as critical gathering place for 

various established groups early in the 19th century. A multitude of events took place in the 
banquet hall such as dedications, receptions, and social dances that were important to 
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Pomona’s history. Over time, this use of the temple as a gathering or meeting place was 
adapted over the years by a wide range of local and outside groups.  
 

2. It is identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or national history; 

 

The founder and first Master of the Pomona Masonic Lodge was William T. “Tooch” Martin, 

who played a prominent role in Pomona’s history as he actively participated in civic and 
social activities. Tooch was a justice of peace and though school for four years and was on 
the school board in Pomona, and raised bees and fruit on his 15 acre ranch, formerly on 
Towne Avenue and Fifth Street. The construction of the Masonic Temple also the marked the 
fourteenth Masonic lodge in Southern California and attracted Mason from all over to visit 
the lodge.  
 

3. It is the work of a notable builder, designer, landscape designer or architect;  

 

The builders associated with the Masonic Temple were well known builders at the time of 
the Masonic Lodge’s construction, the Wilton brothers. William and Edwin Wilton, also built 

the Elks Home, Firsht Christian Church, Trinity Methodist Church, St. Josephs Catholic 
Church, and the Ebell Club. Additionally, the architect who designed the structure was 
Ferdinand Davis, a Pomona architect who designed the Ebell lClub, the Pilgrim 
Congregational Church, Pomona City Stables, and the Phillips Mansion; some of which are 
also local historic landmarks.  

 

 

Staff analyzed the structure’s eligibility to meet one or more of the ten criteria for designation 
based on archival evidence. Staff’s analysis determined that the structure, although originally 
designated by City Council without specific archived criteria of designation, currently meets 
three criteria for retaining its designation. However, based on the information provide in the staff 
report and attachments, the Commission could determine that, based on the evidence from its 
original designation, the designation was not merited and could be rescinded.  

 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS 

 

A public hearing notice was not sent to the applicant/owner of the property by first class mail, 30 
days prior to the hearing date, at the request of the owner/applicant as they provided their 
consent and waived their noticing requirement. A public hearing notice was published in the 
Inland Valley Daily Bulletin on December 25, 2020 (Attachment 11).  
 

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION 

 
Pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines, this action is not a project. Section 15060 of the Guidelines 
exempts actions from CEQA that would not result in either an indirect or direct impact on the 
environment and that do not meet the Section 15378(a) definition of a project. Section 15378(a) 
defines a project as one that has the potential for resulting in a physical change to the 
environment. No physical change to the environment is anticipated with the single historic 
landmark designation. 
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CONCLUSION 
 

The Masonic Temple is a well preserved example of architectural history and has retained most 
of all its historic integrity and character-defining features. It represents an important gathering 
place full of Pomona’s rich history, and both the builders and the architect for the Masonic 
Temple are documented within City archives and more notably through their other standing and 
designated structures in the City.  
 

 

 
Respectfully submitted by:     Prepared by: 
    
Anita D. Gutierrez, AICP Alex Jimenez 
Development Services Director Assistant Planner 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Draft HPC Resolution 
2) Historic Resources Inventory Form 
3) Site Photographs 
4) Location Map & Aerial Photo 
5) CC Minutes of April 5, 1982 
6) CC Reso 82-114 
7) Letter from the Applicant and Supporting Letter 
8) Archival Information on Wilton Brothers 
9) Archival Information on William T “Tooch” Martin 
10) Archival Newspaper Articles 
11) Public Hearing Notice 

 



HPC RESOLUTION NO. 21-XX 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY 

OF POMONA, CALIFORNIA RECOMMENDING CITY COUNCIL DENY THE 

REMOVAL OF DESIGNATIO OF THE SINGLE HISTORIC LANDMARK (SHISTORIC 

15211-2020) FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 395 S. THOMAS STREET (APN 8341-

005-014).  

 

THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF POMONA 

DOES RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

 
WHEREAS, on November 23, 2020, John Pena submitted an application requesting removal 

of designation of the single historic landmark (SHISTORIC 15211-2020) for the property located at 
395 S. Thomas Street; 

  
WHEREAS, the property located at 395 S. Thomas Street is owned by John Pena; 
 
WHEREAS, the property was previously designated as a Single Historic Landmark per City 

Council Resolution No. 82-114, on April 19 1982. 
 

WHEREAS, for designation of a single historic landmark, Section .5809- 13.(D) of the 
Pomona Zoning Ordinance requires that the Historic Preservation Commission find that the structure 
is over fifty years old or of exceptional quality and meets at least one of ten criteria for designation 
 

WHEREAS, for removal of designation of a single historic landmark, the Commission shall 
not recommend that a resource be removed from the Pomona historic register unless it is discovered 
that the information relied on by the commission and the city council in making the original designation 
was erroneous or false, or that circumstances wholly beyond the owner's control have rendered the 
resource ineligible for designation based on the criteria listed in this subsection and it would be 
infeasible to restore the resource, pursuant to Section .5809-13.(E)(12) of the Pomona Zoning 
Ordinance; 
 

WHEREAS, the application for single historic landmark designation submitted for the 
property provides a letter from the applicant along with a supporting letter from a former Past Master 
of Masons of Pomona requesting for the removal of the designation; 

 
WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Pomona, has, after giving 

notice thereof as required by law, held a public hearing on January 6, 2021 concerning the requested 
removal of designation of the Single Historic Landmark (SHISTORIC 15211-2020); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has carefully considered all pertinent 
testimony and the staff report offered in the case presented at the public hearing. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Historic Preservation 

Commission of the City of Pomona, California, as follows: 

 

SECTION 1.  The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that the City Council 
determine that the request for removal of designation of the single historic landmark 
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(SHISTORIC 15211-2020) is not a project. Section 15060 of the Guidelines exempts actions 
from CEQA that would not result in either an indirect or direct impact on the environment and 
that do not meet the Section 15378(a) definition of a project. Section 15378(a) defines a project 
as one that has the potential for resulting in a physical change to the environment. No physical 
change to the environment is anticipated with retaining the single historic landmark designation. 

 

SECTION 2. The Historic Preservation Commission hereby finds and determines that the 
application requesting removal of single historic landmark designation (SHISTORIC 15211-2020) 
for the property located at 395 S. Thomas Street, is over fifty years old and clearly still meets 

designation criteria no. 1, 2, and 3 as follows: 
 
 
 

1. It exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City of Pomona’s cultural, social, 

economic, political, aesthetic, engineering, architectural, or natural history.  

 
The Masonic Temple is an exemplary visual representation that displays special 
elements of Pomona’s cultural, social and political history as it served as critical 

gathering place for various established groups early in the 19th century. A multitude of 
events took place in the banquet hall such as dedications, receptions, and social dances 
that were important to Pomona’s history. Over time, this use of the temple as a 

gathering or meeting place was adapted over the years by a wide range of local and 
outside groups. 

 
2. It is identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or national history; 

 
The founder and first Master of the Pomona Masonic Lodge was William T. “Tooch” 

Martin, who played a prominent role in Pomona’s history as he actively participated in 

civic and social activities. Tooch was a justice of peace and though school for four 
years and was on the school board in Pomona, and raised bees and fruit on his 15 acre 
ranch, formerly on Towne Avenue and Fifth Street. The construction of the Masonic 
Temple also the marked the fourteenth Masonic lodge in Southern California and 
attracted Mason from all over to visit the lodge.  

 
3. It is the work of a notable builder, designer, landscape designer or architect;  

 
The builders associated with the Masonic Temple were well known builders at the time 
of the Masonic Lodge’s construction, the Wilton brothers. William and Edwin Wilton, 
also built the Elks Home, Firsht Christian Church, Trinity Methodist Church, St. 
Josephs Catholic Church, and the Ebell Club. Additionally, the architect who designed 
the structure was Ferdinand Davis, a Pomona architect who designed the Ebell lClub, 
the Pilgrim Congregational Church, Pomona City Stables, and the Phillips Mansion; 
some of which are also local historic landmarks. 
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SECTION 3. Based on the above findings, he Historic Preservation Commission hereby 

recommends City Council deny the removal of designation of the single historic landmark 
(SHISTORIC 15211-2020) for the property located at 395 S. Thomas Street.  

 
SECTION 4. The Secretary shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and forward 

the original to the City Clerk. 

 

APPROVED AND PASSED THIS 6th DAY OF JANUARY 2021. 

 
 

____________________________________    
ANN TOMKINS 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
CHAIRPERSON 
 

 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
ANITA D. GUTIERREZ, AICP 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
SECRETARY 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES) 
CITY OF POMONA) 
 

AYES:   
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
 

 
Pursuant to Resolution No. 76-258 of the City of Pomona, the time in which judicial review of this 
action must be sought is governed by California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.6. 
 





Site Photographs for 395 S. Thomas St   

















 

 



Location Map & Aerial Photograph 
395 S. Thomas Street 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  





















































































  CITY OF POMONA PLANNING DIVISION 

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
 

PROPOSED PROJECT  

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATION 

 
 

Time & Date: Historic Preservation Commission Meeting, Wednesday, January 6, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.  
  
Location: Available to Zoom Video Conferencing (There will be no in-person public meeting location). 
 
Questions: Alex Jimenez, Assistant Planner, (909) 620-2441, Alex_Jimenez@ci.pomona.ca.us 
  
To participate by video conference: Visit https://zoom.us/join (Webinar ID 849 3822 4585; Passcode 996938). Public 
comment may be made using the "Raise Hand" button for audio comments (limited to three minutes per speaker), or the 
"Q/A" button for written comments (limited to 375 words). 
 
To participate by telephone: Dial (669) 900-9128 (Webinar ID 849 3822 4585 followed by #. For Participant ID, press #. 
Enter Passcode 996938 followed by #). You can indicate you would like to make a public comment by dialing *9. 
 
Written Comments: May be submitted to DevServicesComments@ci.pomona.ca.us, by 5:30 p.m. the day of the hearing. 
Comments must be limited to 200 words. Please title your email “HPC Public Comment 1-06-2021”. Comments received via 
email will be read into the record by staff.   
 
Additional information regarding this Historic Preservation Commission meeting is available at:  
https://www.ci.pomona.ca.us/index.php/government/city-departments/community-development/planning 
 
The staff report on this matter will be available on or about December 22, 2020 on the City of Pomona website, which may 
be accessed at https://pomona.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx or by emailing the case planner, Alex Jimenez.   
 
PLEASE NOTE: If you challenge this matter in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Pomona, Planning 
Division at, or prior to, the public hearing.  
 
Para Información en Español, llame (909) 620-2439. 
 

A request for removal of single historic landmark designation for the property located at 395 S. Thomas Street (Masonic 
Temple) located in the Mixed-Use Central Business District of the Downton Pomona Specific Plan.  
 
Applicant  John Pena  
Location  395 S. Thomas Street (APN: 8341-005-014) 
Hearing Body    Historic Preservation Commission  
Case File(s)   SHISTORIC 15211-2020 
 
Environmental Determination: The City of Pomona, as lead agency, has conducted an environmental review on the 
proposed project per the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines, this action is not a 
project. Section 15060 of the Guidelines exempts actions from CEQA that would not result in either an indirect or direct 
impact on the environment and that do not meet the Section 15378(a) definition of a project. Section 15378(a) defines a 
project as one that has the potential for resulting in a physical change to the environment. No physical change to the 
environment is anticipated with the single historic landmark designation. 


